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MARCH 


X*Ve read +K«+ iV> rthciehi +ir*(es +Key KSecl +o tor 
kih^s <*hd ^KrtraoKs wi+K <*11 +t»eir ^ossessiohs. 
Back X 31'ess +Ke^ +Koo^K+ you could -fake 
your +KiV> 3S WITH you ih+o +Ke a-f+erii-fe. 



VJell, i-f X 36+ toried wi+K t»ll MY johjc^ X r^i3K+ 
rt<y\\y REGRET ii U+er oh. 





















Mom s KrtVih^ me do Some s^rih^ cleahih^ +o ^e+ rid 
(yf iKii^^s X doh+ NEED. Viellj +K'*+ seemed like « 
^ood ide« uh+il X realized j<^s+ Kow mix K s+o-f^ X\t 
ac+oall^ GOT. 



T s^ehi +Ke wKole morhih^ 30'^3 i^roo^K my 
close+, ahd iTs crazy Kow mocK was packed ih +Kei'e. 
At^d i+*s hoi like i+ was ORGANIZED or any+Ki^3. 

X’ve basically beeh iKrowih^ iKih^s ih my closei sihce 
we -firsi moved iia. 



































rr\y closei was like +Kroo^K 

n^y CHILDHOOD. A^a +Ke ^rtr+Ker Uck I 
weh+, +Ke -for+Ker tack ih TIME i+ +ook me. 

^e s+off he(»r +Ke -frohi o-f +Ke close+ was aII 
johk X +ossea ii^ +Kere over +Ke ^ftS+ ^ecir, like 
Komework <*ssi^hmeh+s 01^^ comic books. Bo+ oi-f+er 
X 30+ +Kose +Ki'f^3S 00+ o-f +Ke WA-y, X s+ar+ea 

■fihaih3 s+u-ff X FORGOT rtbout. 

X Fooha <* moael rockei X 30+ For my +eh+K 
bir+Kamy rtt^a <* cos+ume X wore For H^lloweeh a 
Few ytArs aqo. Ai^a +Kere was a bohcK of o+Ker 
+Kih3s X aiat^T eveh khow X s+iii Ki*a. 



VJKei^ X ciu^ <» li-H'le DEEPER^ X -foohd sone+KiVi^ 

X +Koo^K+ X’d los+ YEARS ft^o. X+ was rt bihder 
■full o-f s+ickers X collec+ed iV\ +Ke +Kird ^rade. 



X used +0 t)e OBSESSED wi+K s+icjcerS; es^eciaiy 
+Ke scro+cK-rtl^d-Shiff kihd. X collec+ed <*11 +Ke 
GOOD sr*tellS; like tuttle ^um rthd co++oh crthdy 
rthd +Ki*+ sor+ o-f +Ki^ 3 ; i)u+ X K<»d *11 +Kc reoly 
GROSS ohes, + 00 . 

So wKe>^ * kid oh r*>y s+ree+ w*h+ed +o khow wK*+ 
giraffe ^oo^ or ro++eh r»ie*+ lo*f smelled like^ 

+Ke^ d come +o ME. 



Ohe o-f +Kese dui^s wri+e 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY^ <»h(l i+*s ^ohhoi ihclode 

scru+cK-ot^d-shT-f siickers +o nark <*11 +Ke 
d(Tferela+ rTOweh+s Ih li-fe. 
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X ke^+ iKroo^K close+ rthd -foohd s+uf-f 

■fror’i KINDERGARTEN^ like « -fisK X nade i)^ 

+rrtcih^ nty Kl*'f^d oh <x yiect o-f cohs+ruc+ioh ^a^er. 



X osed +0 LOVE dolh^ rtr+s <»hd cra-f+s i)rtck 
+Keh. Ahd i-f rth^ohe ever iried +o BULLY me 
rtt>ou+ i+, +Key d ^ei o -face -full o-f ^li++er. 


fVlOO«^ 



-14i|ltL-l 0=- 
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A^io+Ker ^rojeci X foohd Ih close+ wrts ft ^l-ff 
X mftde -for mom ih ^rescKool i)o+ heVer ^ftVe 
Ker. X+ wftS ft ^ft^er -flower wi+K ft ^ic+ore o-f my 
■fftce ih +Ke middlej ^loed +o ft ^o^sicle s-tick. 



VJKeh X mftde +Ke +Kih^i X i-+ ih ft li-Hle cUy 
^0+ -filled wi-tK dir+. Bo+ X iri^^ed oh +Ke -frohi 
s+e^ wKeh X 30+ ^ome from scKool +Kft+ dfty^ fthd 
+Kft+*s wKy X hever ^ftVe i+ +0 Ker. 
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X wrtS GLAD wKeh X -fihdilly reoicKed iKe back 
(yf t^y close+j t)u+ +o i)e Kohes+, X was <x li++le 

DISAPPOINTED, +oo. 

VlKeh X was ^ouh^er X rend +Kis book rtboot 
+Kese kids wKo coold visi+ o wKole dT^erehi 
WORLD \>y ^oih^ +b>roo^K +Keir closei, ahd X 
rtlwrt^s wohdered i-f X rni^K+ be able +o do +Ke 
Sdiroe +Ki>f^3 wi+K MINE. 


Do+ X +K003K+ +Krt+ wKoeVer lived oh +Ke o+Ker 
side ho+ be +00 wi+K roe -for iossih^ 

rtll JUNK ih +Kere over +b>e ^ears. 
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Vl^eh 1! +ol(l Hon X wftS dohe en^-tyih^ ny close+ 
+o(l<»^^ s^e Srtf'd X heeded +o ^o+ eVer^+l^ih^ ih+o 
+K<'ee ^iles-‘ ohe +o jcee^, ohe +o dohm+e, ahd 
ohe +0 +Krow away. Bo+ X -floored i-f X K<»d +o 
le+ ^0 o-f <»h^ o-f ry johkj X ni^K+ as well make 
Sone MONEY o-f-f o-f t+. So X decided +o K<*Ve « 
YARD SALE. 


Hon +Kou^K+ +Ki*+ was a GREAT idem. So sKe 
^rtVe ne a no^ozihe +K<»+ K^d <*ll sor+s o-f +i^s for 

Kow +0 do i+ Right. 


Family Frolic 

AN EPIC 

yard &Ie/ 



50 TIPS + TRICKS 
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All +^e icie<»s in +Ke pioi^rtiine were corny and 
old-frtsKionedj +Koo^^. 'There was one sec+ion on 
Kow +0 crert+e « si^n +o ^e+ ^eo^le +o come +o 
your y<*rd s<»le^ and <*11 +Ke ex<»m^les +Key showed 
were re<*lly BORING. 



X knew +hi*+ i-f X w<»n+ed ^eo^le +o dic+txully show 
0^ <*+ my y<»rd s<»le^ X needed +o do some+hin^ <» 
li++le more EYE-CATCWING. So X whi^^ed <* 
si^n X knew would do +he +rick. 
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$100 BILL 

found on sidewalk 

PLEASE COME TO 

12 SURREY STREET 

TO CLAIM YOUR PROPERTY 


X wrtde a -few cobles o-f si^h fthd Keocleci ou+ 

+0 ^os+ +Kew oroohd +Ke hei^^borKood. Bo+ Mow 
s+o^^ed we be-fore X 30+ 00+ +^e -froni door. 
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Morn mrtie me make si^hs +K<*+ were more like +Ke 
ohes ih +^e moi^rtzihej rthd rt-f+er X was -fihisKed^ 

X s+rt^led +Kem +o Some iele^Kohe ^oles oh oor 
s+ree+. XKeh X KrtKied eVer^+Kih^ dowh -from my 
tedroom oihd s+<*r+ed se-Hih^ i+ all oo+ oh some 
^l<*s+ic irttsles. 

E-^cK irtble Ki*d i+s owh c.a-\t^ory, like "clo+Kes" 
rthd "fcooks" rthd +Ki*+ kihd o-f +Kih^. But some 
s+irf-f wrtShX easy +o crt+e^orize^ so X K^d +o ^e+ 
creo+ive. 


X K<*d a i)ohcK o-f ^i-f+s -from m^ ^rahd^rtreh+s ahd 
older reU+iVes +K«+ XVe hever eveh TOUCHED, 
so X all +Kose iKih^s +o^e+Ker oh ohe +at)le. 




xT^ 


Great Gifts 





FOR YOUR 



*a 

rJvAi. 

(jftiftWMtIs 

MU 


i; 


^Ait, 
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X rtlso Krtd <» tohc^ o-f i)ir+K(l<»^ ci 
ih ^re+iy ^ooct sK<*^e. So X used 
+0 cover wy hame oihcj se+ +Ker»i 


ards +^<»+ were s+ill 
some wKi+e-ou+ 

00+ oh +Keir owh 





tC ^0+ dill my brojteh +oys oh aho+Ker iiJifcle uihd 
Ko^ed some li++le jcids wKo cooldh*+ READ would 
come +0 +Ke y<*rd sule. 












































X s+u-f-fed <»ll rrthdom i+emSj like r»irtri)les <»hd 
A -few ^ehcil s+ui)Sj ih+o some +oi)e socks ohd 
+Komt)+rtcked +Kem +o ft +ftt>le. 



X ftlso creft+ed ft ifttle •foil o-f +Kih^s for ^eo^le 
wKo Kftd mohey +o torh. 
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tC ^u+ dill r^y old rtr+s-oind-cra-f+s ^rojec+s oh 
+Keir owh +<»t)lej jos+ ih case sor»ie kids heeded <* 
^(■f+ -for +Keir ^<*reh+s t>o+ didh’i wah+ +o ^u+ ih 

+Ke TIME. 
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VJKile X Wdis -fihisKih^ 0^, Morn came oirhside +o 
cKeck 00+ my yoird sole, ahd sKe seemed ^re+^ 
IMPRESSED. B(/+ sKe soiid X sKoold Kold oh +o 
+Ke +Kih^s X r^de m^selT sihce +K<»+ s+iTf is 
really SPECIAL. 


X +old Horn +K<»+ i-f S^e 


ih+ed some+Kih^; sKe 
o-ffered 

me +Kree dollars -for +Ka+ ^a^er -flower X made 
■for Ker ih ^rescKool. 


could always t>iy ii WERSELF. So sKe 
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Mom seemed ^re++^ +Kft+ +KiV>^j <*'f>d 

X could +ett i+ wrts wor+K more +Kft'^ +Kree tucks 
+0 Ker. So X +old Mom i+ wos all Kers -for TEN. 


X ^uess X ^usKed m^ luck^ +Kou^Kj tecause sKe 
weh+ trtck ihside wi+Kou+ tuyih^ ANYTHING. 



ViKile X wrti+ed -for cus+omers +o sKow uy, X 
s+<*r+ed ^e-Hih^ <» li++le NERVOUS. X realized 
all m^ s+tTf was jus+ lyih^ ou+ ih +Ke o^eh, ahd X 
Kad r>o wa^ +o s+o^ ^eo^le -from STEALING i+. 

So X called my tes+ -friends Rowley Je-f^ersoh; 
ahd asked Kim +o come dowh ahd te my TKeft 
PreVeh+ioh O-f-ficer. 
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Bu+ Rowley Srtici Ke was so^^osed +o do some+KiV'^ 
wi+^ Kis drtd +Kis rt-f+enr>ooh, so Ke cooldh*+ Kel^ 
we wi+K +Ke yard sale. 


X +old Kiw X*d ^rowo+e Kiw +o XKe-f+ PreVeh+ioh 
MANAGER^ <*hd Ke d eveh ^e+ +o weor a BADGE. 
V-uck^y, +K<*+ did +Ke +r;cjt. 



As soon rtS Rowley ^o+ +o wy Koose^ Ke s+<»r+ed 
dislcib^ rtt)ou+ +K<»+ BADGE. All X could -find WAS 
my old -fire-fi^K+er cos+owe^ i)o+ +Ki*+ see wed +o 
wrtke Kiw feel iw^or+ciih+. 
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Rowley asked wK«+ Ke was so^^osed +o DO as +Ke 
PreVeh+ioh Manager^ ahd X said mos+y Ke 
heeded +o walk arouhd ahd crack Kis khockles +o 
make sore hobody ^o+ any -fohh^ ideas. 


Bo+ Rowley wash + 


^ayih^ ahy 


ahy a++eh+ioh +o 


7 


ihs+roc+iohs, because Ke was dis+rac+ed by a iable 
+Ka+ Kad a bohcK o-f bir+Kday ^if+s Ke*d ^o++eh 
me over +Ke years. 


XV> ^re-Hy sure Rowley*s MOM ^icks out my 
^reseh+S; sihce +KeyVe always iKih^s +Kt»+ 

Kel^ you LEARN. At^d +Key re all s+ill ih mih+ 
cohdi+iohj because X KaVeh*+ ac+ually OPENED ahy 
o-f +Kem. 



scnncEi^iiiB 
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X (Joh+ khow wKrt+ piftcle Rowley mrtjcierj +Ke ^<*0+ 
+K<*+ X wrts SELLING +Kis s+off or +Ke si^h X 

^u+ oh +Ke +i*t)le. 



Rowley Srtict X coolclh*+ sell +Kose +Kih^s tecoose 
+Key were GIFTS. X +ol(i Kim +Ke^ were MINE^ 
so X coolci do wKrt+eVer X WANTED wi+K +Kem. 


Ahd +Keh we ^o+ ih+o a Ki^ +o^-oF-wrtr over +Ke 
Mrt^he+ Toh se+. 



1 “? 





















wKeh oor •firs+ cos+owers s+ar+eci +o 
arrive. tC +ol(l Rowley we could ar^ue about tKis 
LATER, but -for NOW we heeded to act like 
PROFESSIONALS. 


At -first just a -few ^eo^le sKowed u^, but 
a-fter a wKile a lot NORE came. Ai^d wKeh tKey 
started cKeckih^ out my stufT, T went ihto sales 



Ohe lady seemed interested in a collector’s coin 
T 3ot -from my uhcle, but sKe complained tKat 
it was DENTED. So T tKou^Kt -fast and told 
Ker tKe REASON it was dented was because it 
stopped a bullet in Viorld Vlar II. 
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SKe ciiah'+ seerv. io BELIEVE r^j +K003K. 

tecrtuse +Ke colh was da+eci losi year. 

X s^eh+ rt I0+ o-f +i>ie +ryiV>^ +0 close +K<»+ dertl^ 
rtbd tC s+oir+ed worr^ih^ +Ki*+ ^eo^le were s+ealih^ 
teKiVvd t>rtc|c. Uh-for+ohoi+ely my PreVeh+ioh 
Mrthrt^er was +o+rtlly useless^ tecrtose Ke was busy 
wi+K +Ke r^^hei se+. 














X +ol(J Rowley Ke d i)e-Her s+ari doih^ Kis JOB 
or wrts ^ohhrt ^e+ FIRED. Bu+ Rowley said i+ 
wrtSh"+ rt REAL jot) becrtose Ke WrtSh*+ 

PAID. 



X ex^Uihed +K<»+ X K<»dr>*+ SOLD rth^+Kih^ ye+ 
rthd didr»+ K^ve «Y\y MONEY +o Kif*> wi+K- So 
wKeh Ke Srtid Ke was LEAVING, X +old Kir^ Ke 
could ^ick OU+ one i+em -fror^ AY\y +fti)le and THAT 
could i)e Kis p<*ynien+. 


Rowley seemed ^re-Hy exci+ed rti)ou+ +K'»+ ide<*, <*nd 
X +Kou^K+ -for SURE Ke*d cKoose +Ke mrt^nei se+. 
Bu+ Ke Kertded s+roi^Ki -for +Ke Rare X+ems +at)le 
ins+ead. 



















X ex^Uineci +K<»+ +Kose were -for PAYING 

cos+omers ONLY, ohd +Ki*+ moi^te Ke*d t>e 
ih+eres+ed iVt some+KiV>3 -from +Ke Poh "Toys iatle. 
Bu+ Rowley wooldi^ + BUDGE. 

E-Veh+orttty Ke se++led oh +Ke Vi*r*>^ire Bai SKield. 
Ahd tC wrts OK wl+K +K<*+, because i+ was really 
jus+ a brokeh umbrella. Bu+ how Rowley was so 
worried aboui BATS +Ki*+ Ke couldhT cohceh+ra+e 
oh Kis job. 



ViKile Rowley was -foollh^ arouhd wi+K Kis s+u^id 
umbrella, X +K0U3K+ X saw a ^uy +ajce ah ac+ioh 
■figure -from +Ke Collec+ibles +able ahd s+u-f-f i+ ih 
Kis ^oc(ce+. So X rah over +0 deal wi+K Kim. 
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But tKe ohy tKiVi^s ih tKe ^uys pockets were 
sorve useci tissues oihd car keys. 




X WrtS ^Ud X WrtS Strt^ih^ ALERX tKoo^Kj 

tecrtuse X KeocJecJ o-f-f a major DISASTER. A 
^icku^ truck gulled aloh^side tKe curfcj ahd some 
Quy -from VlKirle^ Street started ^ili'^3 stu-f-f 
ihto tKe back. 























tC asked Kir^ wKa+ Ke was DOING, ahd Ke said 


+Ka+ sihce +or’>orrow was irasK da^, Ke +Koo^K+ 
+Ke s+t/-f Ky +Ke curt) was -for ^raKs. 



BtH- X did>^*+ KaVe +ime +o explain +Ke cohce^+ o-f 
a yard sale +o +Kis ^uy, because all o-f a soddeh X 
Kad ah eVeh BIGGER problem +o deal wi+K. 


X+ s+ar+ed +o RAIN, ahd eVeryohe was Keadih^ 
back +0 +Keir cars. 

X was worried X rni^Ki heVer ^e+ +Kis nahy 
^eo^le +0 come +o a yard sale a^aih, ahd X 
wah+ed +o sell SOMETHING +o make all H-Ke 
e-f-forf wor+K i+. So X weh+ arouhd ahd marked 
dowh +Ke prices oh every i+em. 
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i+ s+rtr+ed REALLY ohd X khew X 

wrtS ^ohhrt K<»Ve +o do sor»ie+KiV\^ DRASTIC. 



T khew +K«»+ T T didiaT ^e+ ny s+o-f^ ihsidc^ i+ 
wrts <*11 ^ohh<» ^e+ RUINED. So T <*sked Rowley 
+0 kee^ Kis omtirelU over my mos+ V<*lw*i)le i+ems wKile 
X r«h eVery+KiV»3 else iV>+o +^e ^e»re»^e. 


Do+ Rowley wrtShT <*hy Kel^ <*+ <*11. 
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He Srtid Kis sKift K<»(J jt<s+ ehded, ahd i+ was +ir»ie 
■for +0 ^ome. 



So X wrts on pi^ own. X iried carrying <» box of 
coroic books in+o +Ke ^rtra^e^ bo+ b^ now +Ke box was 

SOGGY; rt'f'd +Ke bo++om ^ave out. 




Z 7 






















X+ iook rne <»i)oi/+ rt Kohdred iri^s +o ^e+ 
eVer^+KiV>3 iV»+o +Ke ^ara^e. Bu+ X ^rotrtby 

sKooldb*+ KrtVe eveh BOTHERED^ becoit/se mos+ o-f 
pi^ s+o-f-f wrts rtlreoid^ RUINED. 



X -^i^ored X could s+ill r*K»|ce ONE sale^ +Kou^K- 
X +old Mom +Ki*+ ^rt^er -flower was mil Kers -for 
+Kree tucks. Uh-for+uhoi+el^ +Keh sKe’d cK^l^^ed 
Ker mihd. 
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Viedheseta^ 

X ac+urtiy kfhcl o-f GLAD hobod^ i)oi(^K+ ah^+KiV'^ 

■from my yard sale +Ke o+Ker day, because l-f X 
ever ^e+ FAMOUS, +Ka+ s+uff is ^ohha be wor+K 
a LOT more mohey +Kah T was askih^ -for i+. 


T’d Feet ^re++y dumb i-f T sold ohe oF my old 
Homework assi^hmeh+s For FiF-ty ceh+s ahd +Keh 
someohe auc+iohed i+ oFF la+er oh For a Few 
+Kousahd dollars. 
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i-f THAT +Key re ^ohhrt woihi +o 

K<*Ve oil +^e rtu+Keh+ic s+uff X owhecj ^rowih^ u^. 



rertsoh X rn ho+ ALREADY -farwos Is becaose 
wKeh yooVe « kid; +Ke^ kee^ you t)osy wi+K scKool 
<*hd Kopiework; so +Kere*s ho+ a lo+ o-f flr^ left 
over +0 mrtke <\ NAME for ^oorself. 

Birt ohe of +Ke ways m kid coih rtc+ortiy ^e+ -fanous 

is i>y tecomih^ <» MERO. ^<»reh+s wrt+cK +Ke 

hews every hi^Ki; ahd +Kere’s always a s+ory 
atoirt a kid savin^ someohe from cKokih^ or 
Some+Kih^ like +Krt+. 
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^rotlem is, +Kose kihds o-f o^^or+uhi+ies (loh’+ 
cor*ie <*rouiacl +Kt»+ OFTEN. Ai^d telieve me, X*Vc 
+ried +0 ^0+ mysel-f Ih +Ke ''13^+ ^loce For +Ki*+ 
sor+ o-f +Kih0 +0 
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Bu+ X Ve ^o-Heh kind o-f +ire(l o-f WAITING^ so 
X decided +o ■\ry <»hd crea+e a si+ooi+ioh wKere X 

WAS GUARANTEED +o be a Kero. X -figured i-f 

X SrtVed soneohe -front a do^ a+tack^ +Ke^*d wake 
A s+rt+ue o-f me <*hd i-t ih +Ke +owh ^oirkj wKicK 
would be ^re-Hy cool. 

Rowley didr>+ seem so sore rtboo+ my idea wKeh X 
ex^lrtihed i+ +o Kim. Bo+ wKeh X said Ke*d be a ^oir-t- 



So X 30+ some brtcoh 00+ o-f our refri^era+or and 
Krtd Rowley s+uf-f i+ ih Kis ^ocke+s. XKeh we weh+ 
oroohd +Ke hei^KborKood lookih^ for some DOGS. 
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vie DID (»-H-r<»c+ some do^s^ W +Key wereh*+ +Ke 
kihcl X w« LOOKING U. 



us iKAi Ke ATE +Ke uhcoojced bacoh^ wKicK X*Ve 
Keord c<*n te reoiiy BAD -for you. So T +old Kis 
^<*reh+s wK<»+ Krt^^el^edi <»>^d +Ke^ +ook Kim +o <\ 
doc+or j(/S+ +0 fce sore. 
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X ^oess X SrtVei Rowley's li-fe rt-f+er <» 11 , wRcK 
does sor+ o-f n«ke me a Kero, l-f you iKiV'k <»tou+ 
i+. B(/+ X doh'+ It how i-f +Ki»+'s rertlly +Ke kihd o-f 
+Kih^ +Key pirtke ih+o u s+n+oe. 



Mrtyte X'm +l\ihkih^ ioo SMALL wi+K +Kis s+oi+oe 
ide<*/ rthywdsy. X'f X do sor*ie+Kih^ REALLY 
+Key II rodike my t»ir+M<»y ih+o a ha+iohal Kolid<»y. 


'iKrti would t>e ^re+^ awesome ^ because +Keh 
eVeryohe will ^e+ +Ke day off -from scKool ahd 
workj ahd +Key'lt KaVe ME +o +Kahlt for i+. 
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'The +Kl>^3 iSj wKeheVer ihere s <x day off fron 
school for rt hrt+lohrtl Kolidft^j X heVer eVeh 

THINK rtt)ou+ +Ke person iTs hawed af+er. X Josi 
Ko^e +K<*+ oh NY Kolida^j ^eo^le will s^ehd +Ke 
whole d<*^ reflec+ih^ oh ry life. 



But wi+h NY lock +he^ II jos+ ose i+ as ah 
o^^or+ohi-^y +0 sell forhi+ore or sowe+hih^- 


IT’S THE GREG HEFFLEY WEEKEND 

HOLIDAY SALE! 


WITH PRICES SO LOW IT’S 
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APRIL 


Suhday 

All +Ke roih we Ve beeh ^e+tih^ Ki*s teeh making 
eVer^+KiV>3 ^row like croiz^. Ai^d +Ki*+ really 
s+ihks, tecrtose i+’s MY joi) +o weed our ^dirdeh. 


X doh*+ know wKy Mom ^oVe me +Kis joi) , tecoose 
sKe khows X M BAD <»+ I+. tC crth + +ell +Ke 
di-f-ferehce fee-tweeh a weed i*i^d sowe+i^ih^ +Ki*+*s 

SUPPOSED +0 i)e ih +Ke ^oirdeh^ rthd X kee^ 

nj)^ih^ +Ke wroh^ s+o-f-f i)^ mis+oike. 



XVi s+ill ho+ cohVihced +Kere rtc+t«iy IS a 
di-f-ferehce i)e+weeh a weed <*hd a ^Uh+. X i)e+ 
+Kere Are. ^Uces ih +Ke world wKere ^eo^le +Kihk 

ASPARAGUS is A weed; i*hd ^3^+ how +Kere’s 

some kid ry A^t i)oS+ih^ Kis Kom^ ^ullih^ i+ 0^. 
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X cioh+ ohciers+rthcl GRASS ish+ cohsicierecl 
A weei, t>ec«use i+ sore looks like ohe +o ME. Bo+ 
^eo^le like ny drtd s^ehcj +Keir eh+ire weekends 
ir^ih^ +0 ^e+ +Keir Uwh +o look jos+ ri^^+ so +Ke^ 
crth impress +Keir hei^Kfcors. 

X*ll fell ^00 +Kis‘ ViKen "I <* ^l«»ce o-f ry 
OWN, XVo ^onna PAVE +Ke wKole ^ard. 'Tk>'*+ 
WAy X can s^end r>\y weekends ENJOYING 
m^sel-f. 
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X ro ^ohhrt SrtVe <x TON o-f rv>Y\ty ^<»Vih^ +Ke 

yard. drtd spends a FORTUNE oh lawh 
Fer+ilizer, oihd X doh’i +Kihjt +K«»+ s+tTTs GOOD 
■for yoo. Ahd +Ke ^rooF is ny hei^Ktor frt^\ty, 
wKo’s rtlwrt^s oirt- ih Kis yard ri^Ki <»F+er +Ke^ s^ru^. 



XVi ^re-Hy sore oil +Kose Uwh cKer»iicftls cah mess 

wi+K yoor GENES. So i-f X ehd wi+K a i^ird 
eye or some+Kih^; X m ^ohhe» tUme my PARENTS. 


_ 






n 

1 

rSCREA/^.^ 
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ViKeh X KrtVe r^y owh ^Uce^ EVERYTHING’S 

^ohhrt te cii-f-fereh+. At^d T ^>0+ jos+ +rtl|ciV»^ 
rtt)ou+ +Ke LAWN; ei+Ker. 


T USED +0 +KiV»k T wfth+ed +0 live ih m i)i^ 
r*t«hsioh wi+K <* ^i«»>^+ ^rt+e arouhd i+. B(/+ +Keh 
X realized i-f X was -fartooS; everyone would khow 
wKere X LIVED. 
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So ry NEW is +o build a reoll^ SHALL 
Kouse +K<»+ doesh+ rt-HTrtc+ ft lo+ o-f ft+ieh+ioh. 

At^d +Ke'f^ 1*11 +Ks GOOD s+uff will be 



-fftc+j X Jus+ -fihisKed desi^hih^ +Ke -fif+K -floor 

IftSi weekj fthd iVs ^robftbly my FAVORITE. 

Ho 
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X’w (X 1;-Hle worried rttout livih^ UNDERGROUND, 

+Koo^K^ tecrtuse ry bro+Ker Rodrick lives ih oor 
t>rtsemeh+, «hd XVi hoi Sore +K«»+*s HEALTHY. 
So ^ohhrt K<»Ve +ohS o-f screens +Ki*+ LOOK 
like windows +0 Mrtke ii -feel like TVi living on +Ke 
sor-frtce. 


^oose is ^onno be BIG, so i+ll iake we <x 
wKile +0 ^e+ -front ^Lce +o ^Uce. 'Tk»i*+’s wK^ T’n 
^Unnin^ on K<»vin^ moving sidewalks everywhere. 




















bdi+K+ui) is ^ohhrt i)e pioicle o-f ^UsSj rthd i+ll si+ 
ihside <x ^i<»h+ rt<^ortrion so X c<»h -feel like X i^> 

+Ke OCEAN. 















secori-ty sys+em is ^ohhrt be SUPER Ki^K 
+ecK. XVe desi^hed nil sor+s o-f booby +r()i^s -for 
rthyohe wKo fries +o ^e+ ihside. 


At^d i-f someohe ^e+s ^<»s+ +Ke -frohi door^ XU 
Josf Wrtif +Kew ouf i)r\ my ^fthic room^ wKicK is 
^ohh<* KrtVe s+eel walls +Ka+ t»re +Kree -feef +Kick. 
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^ver^ so o-f+eh X’H K<»Ve <x or 

sonie+^ih^ so ^eo^le coih see l^ow awesorne n\y Koose 
is. Bu+ i-f +Ke^ S+rt^ +00 LATE^ tC*ll KrtVe « +o 
^e+ +Keni oirf- o-f +Kere oihd i)<»ck uy +o s+ree+ level. 



i+*s 3oih0 +0 +<»ke ft wKile -for me +o SftVe ehoo^K 
mohe^ +0 mftke i+ Kft^^eh. Bo+ X -figure i+ cfth*+ 
Kvr+ +0 s+ftr+ ^Ifthhih^ NOW. 
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X wrts doiVi^ ry\y Komeworic Us+ wKei^ Pad 

called roe dowhs+airs. I^oro was a+ +Ke Ici+cKen 
+ai)le, ahd sKe seemed ^re++^ o^sei. 



Pad +old i>s Srea+ Ao>^+ Reta passed away ih Ker 
slee^. X KaVe a LOT o-f ^rea^ aoh+Sj +Koo^K^ rtt^d 
a+ ■firs+ X co^/ldlf^T remeroter wKicK ohe sKe was. 


tAom remihded roe +^a+ Ai''^+ Rei)a was +Ke ohe 
wKo used +0 sehd roe le++ers wKeh X -for^oi 

+0 wri+e Ker +K<»'r>k-yo<; ho+es -for my bir+Way 
mohey. At^d +^£ 1 ^ X khew EXACTLY wRc^ ohe 
sKe was. 


X 3t«ss MANNY remembered Ai''^+ Reba^ because 
Ke seeroed ^re+iy u^se+ sKc K<»d died. 








So +ohi^K+ Mon reod Kin a Kook sKe I'ertd +o ME 
wKeh Meendiw ^oissed AWAy. 



Mon K<»s <» wKole SWELF o-f +Kese Pres+oh PU-ty^os 
Kooks, rthd e«cK ohe covers a diFFerehi io^ic. 
SKe*d ^oll ohe out tMtry +ine X*d K<*Ve +o deal wi+K 
sone+Kit^3 NEW. 
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VJKei^ X -foohd books ih Hor»iS close+j X reftcl 
+b>efvi rtlt ih ohe <»-f+erhooh. X ^roboiby sb>oi(l(l'^ + 
KrtVe dohe +K«»+/ iKoo^K; because +Kose books 
+un->ed me in+o a hervoos WRECK. 



VResToNPiaTK% 

^ Goes to the 
V-P«nti$t 





Ohe of +Ke fcooks was rti)oo+ l^ow Pres+oh PU+^^os 
wrts Srtd +K<*+ <» +ree Ih ^is ^ard died <»hd K<»d +o 
t>e ctf+ dowh. Viell; wKeh r^y ^areh+s said +Ke^ 
heeded +o +<*ke dowh <\ dead +ree ih OUR yurdj 

X wrts <» +o+<»l MESS. 



But +Keh A few weeks U+er +Ke +ree fell ih a 
wihds+orm <»hd +ook o(/+ Koilf our deck. 

























Pres+oh PU+^^os books all -follow +Ke sane 
basic -forwoU. A+ Pirs+j Pres+oh’s worried about 
sor*ietKir> 3 , ahd tKeh Kis mom tells Kir^ tKih^s are 
^ohha be OK^ ahd sKe turns out to be RIGHT. 

T 3<^ss tKe reason X ke^t reading tKose books 
was because X always Ko^ed tb>ere would be a bi^ 

TWIST at tKe end. And tKen X*d be disappointed 
wKen tKere WASN'T. 

So X started cowing up witK r*>y OWN endings to 
tKe books. And wKen Mom saw wKat X drew in tKe 
back o-f "Preston Platypus Goes to tKe Zoo/’ sKe 
took me to see a counselor. 
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WAS Ai'h+ Rei)<» s •foheroil. Mor»i Sfti(i we K<*cl 
+0 becrtose Aolai Reba didhi Ki*Ve mucK -fuimiy; 
so we heeded +o sKow our so^^ori. 

SKe +old os we *11 K<»d +o we*r BLACK +o +Ke 
■foherrtlj 1)0+ wKeh Rodrick came oo+ wearih^ +Ke 
oo+-fi+ Ke wore +o Kis l*s+ rock cohcer+, Mon n*de 

Kin ^o Krtck ihside *hd CHANGE. 



s+*r+ed; so we jos+ s+ood ih +Ke t)*ck KeKihd * 
crowd o-f ^eo^le. X*d heVer Keeh ih * cene+er^ 


■for +Ki»+ LONG before j so X fel+ * li++le 

NERVOUS. 
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tecrtuse Rodrick always says +Ka+ w^eh you 


30 by s 


ys says 

le+ery, you heed +0 l^old your brea+K 
so you doh*+ swallow a GHOST. Vlell^ T Keld 
my brea+K -for as loh^ as T COULD ioday, bo+ 
+Kere was ho WAY T coold make i+ iKroo^K +Ke 


wKole -foheral. 



X jus+ Ko^e X didhX swallow ahy ^Kos+s^ because 
middle scKool is Kard ENOUGH wi+Kou+ beih^ 
possessed by a ^ersoh from +Ke l600s. 
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Some cyf +Ke iomts+ohes K«cl c^oo+es oh +Kem^ ahd 
+K<»+ 30+ Pie +Kihkih3 <»t)ou+ wKi*+ X wrth+ wri-H-eh 

oh MINE. X*ll S(xy some+Kih^ reoiiy 

WISE ri^Ki t>e-fore X die^ i*hd +Key II carve ny 
las+ words oh+o my +omt)S+ohe. 


Bu+ X*ll ^robafcy s<xy some+l^ih^ really DUMB, 


ahd +K ey tt use i+ ah> 







HEFFLET 


“Does this have 
chickpeas in it? 
Because I’m 
allergic to 




chickpeas! 

yMtf 

Ve 30+ a I0+ o-f <^oes+lohs ai)ou+ wK<*+ K<*^^ehs 
+0 you after you die. For ohe +Kih3j X wahha 
(chow Kow you LOOK ih +Ke afterlife. 


X'' 
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X-f e.''/tryoY\t s rt^^earahce is -frozch wKeh +Ke^ ^rtss 
txw<xy, +^eh HeoiVeh ^rotxJii)!^ looks <» lo+ like Leisure 
"lowers. 



X wrthhrt know wKi*+ you WEAR u^ ih HeoVeh^ 

+00. X-f you’re, s+ock ir> +Ke clo+Kes you K<»<i oh 
jus+ te-fore you X'eX X seriously Ko^e ho+Kih^ tad 
Krt^^ehS +0 me oh HALLOWEEN. 



X H +ell you +Kis' ^ wfthhft s+<»^ rtliVe -for as loh^ rts 

X crth. Bu+ X wool(lh+ w<»h+ +o live FOREVER. 


ViKeheVer ^oo see <\ rv>\/it <»l)ou+ sorneohe wKo 
becomes IMMORTAL^ +Kere s rtlways <» CATCH 
+K«»+ +o+«*iy runs I+. 



VlKeh A ^ersoh is iromor+al, +Ke^ alwui^s ^mVe +o 
HIDE i+ Frofn everyone else. X ^vess i-f ^eo^le 
know you c<*nT die, +Key +re<»+ you like a 

MONSTER or some+Kin^. 
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Bu+ l-f X was irowor+ftl, X woulclh*+ eVeh TRY +o 
Kide i+. Xt^ -frtc+j X d meh+ioh i+ eVer^ cKai^ce X 


COULD. 



Xl^ scKool we learned i*i)ou+ +Ke world s reli^iohs 
(»hd Kow everyohe telieves dT^erehi +KiV>3S. Xh 
sowe ^Uces, +Ke^ believe +K<»+ wKeh ^ou die^ you 
3e+ reborn as someone ELSE. 

Some ^eo^le iKil^k ^ou can come boick as a +o+rtiy 
dif-fereni creo+ure^ like an oinimftl or oin insec+ or 
Some+Ki>^3. At^d WHAT ^00 come bock as defends 
on i-f you were GOOD or BAD. 

VJell, +K«+ rtc+o«lly mokes me a li++le worried ^ 
because X*Ve done a -few iKi^^s in m^ li-fe X*m no+ 
+KA+ ^roud o-f. 
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i-f Plants K^ve -feellh^Sj +^eh T could 

REALLY fee ih iroutle. 



Ho^e-fuiy +Kere’s s+ill ehoo^K +irne -for me +o moilce 
+KiV»3 S ri^K+. Becftuse X seriously doh’+ wrthi +o 
come trtck <*s <x duh^ i)ee+le ih m^ hex+ li-fe. 
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Horn iolci os Aoh+ Rei)<» didhi K<»Ve <» lo+ o-f 

1 )0+ sKe did KaVe lo+s o-f FRIENDS^ wKicK 

would ejc^Uih wKy iKere were so morny ^eo^le *+ 
Ker -fuherrtl. 


VJell, X*d fce-Her s+(»r+ oddii^^ some hew -friehds 
MYSELFj or X m ho+ ^ohhoi draw mucK o-f a 
crowd wKeh iVs «tl over -for me. 



tecrtose X khow +Krt+ Ao'^+ Rei)<» K<»d <» couple 
o-f sis+ers wKo <*re s+ill alive. But X didh’i see 
ANYBODY X kheW; wKicK was weird. 
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Horn seemed coh-fosedj +oo. ViKeh +^e crowd 
+KiV>^»ed OU+, we made oor w<xy +o +^e ^rrtVesi+e. 
A^d +Ki*+'s wKeh we -figured oo+ we’d t>eeh «+ +Ke 

WRONG FUNERAL 



By +Ke +ime we ^o+ +o Aoh+ Reta’s ^raVe, +Ke 
ceremony w<*s over <»hd eVeryohe was alreoidy ^ohe. 


All X crth soy is, X Ko^e Avn+ Rebo was 
looking down -fror^ Heaven and Kavin^ a ^ood 
lau^K at)oi/+ os missing Ker Funeral. Bu+ From 
wKa+ X remember about Ker^ sKe wasn’t really 
tKe ty^e oF person to KaVe a ^ood lao^K about 

ANYTHING. 




Porih^ dinner +oni^K+j said we needed +o 
K«Ve rt -family mee+in^. Al^d family mee+in^s are 
never mocK FUN. 

Mom fold vs Avn+ Reta lived a really Kvmtle life 
in a small a^ar+men+j i)o+ +K<»+ sKe Kad been 
careful wi+K Ker money and made some really 
Smar+ inves+men+s. Viell, X Ki*d NO idea wKy 
Mom was iellin^ os all +Kis. 



Bu+ +Ken came +Ke bi^ news. Mom said +K<»+ Aun+ 
Reba left all Ker money +o Ker FAMILY. At^d i+ 
+oo)c me a second +o realize +K<*+ included US. 


A^^<*ren+ly^ wKen you find out +Kis sor+ of news 
yooVe no+ su^^osed +o ac+ HAPPY about it^ 
because X 3uess +K<*+*s disrespectful to tKe person 
wKo passed away. But nobody told us KIDS tKat. 
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A-f+er ^0+ os +o se++le dowh, sKe said we 
heeded +o Ki*Ve a striovs discossioh atooi wKi*+ +o 

do w;+K oor INHERITANCE. 


T already khew EXACTLY Kow T was ^ohh* 
s^ehd NY sKrtre. 
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Rocirick Srtid Ke wah+ed +o use HlS Sartre +o i)oy <x 
+oor bus for Kis i)<»hd^ i»r>d Pad w<»h+ed +o tty sorne 
rertiy expensive -fi^vriryes -for Kis Civil Vlar diorama. 
Hahh^ wah+ed +o use WIS mohe^ +o fill uy ttis 
tedroom wi+K cKocola+e ^oddil^^ for some reasoh. 



Bo+ t^om s|\o+ dowh eVeryohe s ideas. SKe said 
we were makib^ +Kis decision as a FAMILY, and 
wK<*+eVer we did wi+K +Ke mone^ was ^onna K<*Ve 

+0 tenefii EVERYBODY. 

^en sKe +old us HER idea, wRctt was +o use +Ke 
money for HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
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^Ver^ohe else +Koo^K+ was a rertiy BORING 
idert, t>(/+ ho+ NE. X rah o^s+airs +o ^e+ +Ke 

t>loe^rin+s -for my dream Koose^ ahd X weh+ 
+Kroo^K +Ker^^ -floor by -floor. 



wooldh*+ eVeh ^ay f^or +Ke ice-ska+ih^ rihk X 
designed -for +Ke second level. So X iried ou+ some 
o-f my LESS expensive ideaSj like +b>e coocK wi+K <* 
i)oil+-in +oile+. 
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Morn wrtSh + CTixiy rti)ou+ THOSE ideaSj ei+Ker. SKe 

Srtid sKe wrtS +KiV'kiV\^ rttoui osih^ +^e mohe^ -for rth 

ADDITION. Viell, +Ki*+ sounded like a GREAT 
idea +0 ME. X -^i^ored i-f we added "H^ro more 
s+ories +0 +Ke +o^ of our Kouse^ +Keh everyone in 
+Ke family could K<*Ve +Keir own FLOOR. 





























Roirick wrth+ed +o make +^e addi+ioh ih+o <* 
recording s+udio, ahd Pad woih+ed +o rnnke i+ <*11 
^Uss so Ke could sKow o-f-f Kis Civil Vlar diorarx* +o 



Hrthh^ K«d KiS OWN id crt -for wK«»+ +0 ^u+ ih 

+Ke <»ddi+ioh, t)u+ X iKii^k i+ wrtS mos+y jos+ +Ke 
c^ocoU+e ^uddil^^ iKiV'^ rt^rtih. 


0 -f course Hon didl^’i like oihy o-f OUR ideas, ahd 
sKe said sKe Kad <* +o+ally DIFFERENT ^lah -for 
wKa+ +Ke addi+ioh sKould te. 
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Mow Srtid sKc s rtlwoys wrth+ed a KITCWEN, 

rthd sKe wdis rertiy exci+ed +o use +Ke rv>y\e.y -for 

THAT. 



Hohe o-f us rerttly liked +Ki*+ ide<»^ +Koo^^^ ahd we 
ke^+ brrtihs+orwih^ OTHER ^Kii^^s we could ^u+ 
ih +Kere. 


But how Mow wrts IMAD. SKe Srtid sKe was +Ke ohiy 
^ersoh ih +^e -fowiy wKo ever seh+ Auh+ Reba a 
+Ki*hk-you ho+e -for oih^+Kih^; so SHE was ^ohha 
decide Kow +o use +Ke wohey. At^d -for so we rensoh^ 
+K<»+ was +^e ehd o-f +Ke cohVersoi+ioh. 
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See, +Kis is wK^ lertVih^ your reU+iVes nohey Is a bad 
ideo. All i+ does is make eVeryohe MISERABLE. 

XV> ho+ ^Uhhih^ oh leoiVih^ ANY nohey teKihd 
wKeh X ^o. XVi ^ohhrt s^ehd every Us+ ceh+ so 
+Kere s ho+Kih^ le-f+ -for ^eo^le +o FIGHT over. 


ITHEATER Ml 



T crth GUARANTEE +Kft+ r»ie rthd r^y i)ro+Kers 
are ^ohha over wKi*+eVer ihKen+i*hce we ^e+ 

From Mom <*hd P<»d. Ahd X’m ALREADY worried 
+K<»+ X*m ho+ ^ohhrt ^e+ my Fair sKare. 
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becrtose w^eh X •flrsi learhed +o wri+e r^y 
hrtmcj Rodriclc rndscje me si^h a bohcK o-f pieces o-f 

^rt^er. A>^d wKo KNOWS wKi*+ kinds o-f +Kin^s 



^e+ our ^oren+s’ Koose <»hd <*11 iKeirNONEY, 
+00. Bt+ X doh*+ +Kink i+ works like +K<*+ 
anymore. 
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tC-f s RIGMT, +Koo^Kj +Keh XVi +Ke 

SECOND in line and no+ +Ke THIRD, because 
Manna s ^0+ NO cKance a+ ^e++in^ an^ money 
wi+b> +W0 older bro+Kers in -froni o-f Kir^. Ai^d 
+K<»+'s +Ke reason X always wa+cK my back around 


+K<»+ kid. 
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MAY 


Sa-t~ur(ta^ 

'iKe 3''ei*+ +KiV> 3 <»t>ou+ +Kis addi+ioh is +Ki*+ i+ 
^iVes me some+Ki'f ^3 +o about to Rowley oh our 
way to scKool. 

X told Kim Kow our hew Ici+cKeh is ^ohha Ki*Ve 
^rahi+e couh+er+o^s ahd a tile -floor ahd brahd-hew 
a^^liahces. But ihs+ead o-f ^e++ih^ JEALOUS, Ke 
acted HAPPY -for me. So X doh*t uhderstahd wKi*t 
kihd o-f ^ame Ke*s ^layih^. 



Rowley*s Kouse is hewer tK<»h ours, ahd it s a lot 

Bigger, too. 
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+K<»+ s ho+ ri^K+j because Rowley s ah ohiy 
cR'lci, so Ke (Joesh+ eVeh NEED all +Ka+ room. 

Back wKeh Rowley •firs+ moved ih^ X +old Kim 
we sKoold irade Kooses +o make ^Kit^^s more 
FAIR. Rowley +Kou^K+ +K«»+ was a ^ood idea^ 
but uh-for+uha+ely Kis dad DIDN’T. Ai^d X iKii^k 
+Ka+s wKa+ ^0+ me ahd Mr. Je-fFersoh s+ar+ed o-f-f 
oh +Ke wroh^ -fooi. 



Ahywayj X m ac+ually ^e-Hih^ kihd o-f EXCITED 
■for cohs+ruc+ioh +o be^ih, because i+’s ^ohha be 
Nice K«»Vih^ some more s^ace. Bu+ X ^vess 
+Key’ve ^o+ia do a buhcK o-f ^a^erwork be-fore +Ke^ 
cah ^e+ s+ar+ed -for real. 
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Prtd Wrth+S +0 -fix rt -few +KiV>3S rtroohd +Ke Koose 
te-fore cohs+roc+ioh be^ihs <xY\yw<xy, ahd Ke wrth+s rne 

ahd Rodricit +0 HELP 

Pod s<\ys ohce me nhd Rodrick ^e+ our OWN 
places, wcVe K<»Ve +o khow Kow +o do re^ftirs 

OURSELVES. X kee^ +ellih^ Prtd +K'»+ +Ke 

+ime we re HiS rt^e^ we woh*+ HAVE +o -fix iKiV^^s 
ourselves. Bu+ Ke heVer seems +o wahi +o Ke*!' i+- 



VJKeheVer Pod +ries +o +e<»cK me l^ow +o do some+Ki>>3 
hew, X rtlwrt^s Ki*Ve +root)le -followih^ aloh^. A cookie 
o-f weeks rt^o Ke showed me <»hd Rodrick Kow +o 
cKrth^e <\ lire, bcri- X 3oess X los+ ih+eresi wKeh Ke 
s+«r+ed irtlkih^ (»t)ou+ lu^ hu+s ahd <»ir pressure. 
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Prtd wrts -fros+ro+ecj X wrtSh’+ m-Heh+ioh^ 

<*hd Ke rtsked we wK<»+ X’w ^ohha do i-f X ever 
^e+ s+ock t)y +Ke side o-f +Ke road wi+K <» +ire. 
X +old Kiw X*w ^Uhhih^ oh Ixyih^ a WHISTLE, 
rthd X II jos+ i)low i+ i-f X ever heed l^el^. 
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X ^uess +Krt+ wrts +^e wroh^ answer, +Koo^K, 
because since +Ken Pad s been on ny case +o learn 
Kow +0 do iKin^s -for MYSELF. 

Xoda^ Pad said Ke was ^onna ieacK rne Kow 
+0 "snake a drain," wKicK didn’+ sound like 
Fun +0 ME. Ai^d wKen X Found out i+ was a 

PLUMBING +Kib3, X 30+ SCARED. 

X*Ve Kad a Fear oF ^lur»ii)in3 ever since X was 
a li-Hle kid. X+*s all because X overheard Mom 
+alkin^ +0 Pad ou+side bedroom jus+ aF+er we 
moved in. 















Vm<»+ X dicih + khow THEN was ^rou+ is +Ke 
otri++y sfirf-f t>e+weeh +Ke ka+l^room +iles. Bu+ wKeh 



Sihce X d hever SEEN +^e Grou+j X -figured i+ 
miis+ Kide in +^e ^i^es wKeneVer X walked in+o +Ke 
t>a+KrooM. So +K<»+ r*M»de me tntrvoos around -fauce+s 
and drains. 






























X wrts scared +K(»+ ohe day +Ke Groui was ^ohha 
^rat ohe o-f my ahkles w^eh X was ih +Ke sKower 
ahd ^oll me dowh +Ke drain. 

And X didn*+ -feel sa-fe in Mom and Pad s 
i)a+Kroom; ei+Kcf; because X -figured +Ke Grou+ 
could jus+ sli+Ker +KrougK +Ke ^i^es and ge+ me in 
THERE i-f i+ wan+ed +0. 

X +KougK+ maybe X could <*+ leasi s+o^ +Ke 
Grou+ -from ge-Hing out o-f +Ke fiauce+s by 
Blocking +Kcm. So one day X wen+ around 
+Ke Kouse ^u++ing balloons over all o-f +Ke nozzles^ 
wKicK iumed out to be a ^ret-ty dumb move now 
tKat X tKink about it. 


O 

... Z I P 
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X khew X heeded a v/(xy +o DEFEND m^selF l-f 
+Ke Grouf ever came rt-f+er me wKile X was osih^ 
+Ke t>rt+Kroom. Ahd X Foohd +Ke ^erfeci wem^oh 
ih +Ke crtt)ihe+ t/hderheo+K +ke sihk. 



ARMED. 



mi^K+ sliY oirf- o-f +Ke km+Kroom <»hd me ih 

BEDROOM. 
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<» -few +ir’>es X was sore i+ was <»c+ortll^ ’'' 3 ^'^ 
+^ere in +^e room WITH me. 



Bo+ w\\tY\ X woke 0^ in +Ke morning ^ +Ke Grooi 

w« GONE. 



Einolly, X iolct Horn X wrts +oo sc<»re<i +o slee^ 
rtlone tecrtose X wos o-froid o-f +Kc Grout. 
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How +Kou^K+ wKole +KiV\3 wos HILARIOUS 
rthci sKoweci we wK<*+ ^roo+ REALLY was. 


■iKe^ sKe ioU we +K<»+ <» wohs+er is ohiy real i-f you 

BELIEVE in i+, and i-f 1 u S+O^^ed iKil^kin^ +Ke 
Sroo+ was real^ i+ would DISAPPEAR. 

X realized +K<»+ was EXACTLY w^a+ +Ke Crou+ 
would WANT we +0 rti^d X wondered i-f 

+Ke Croui was ac+uaiy ^re+endin^ +o be NON. 


So -front ^oin+ on^ X ke^+ w^ bedroow door 
LOCKEDj jus+ in case. 










E-Veh+ortlly X 3 *^ 5 ^ ^ telievlh^ ih 

+Ke Crou+. VJellj <»+ le()is+ oh+ll TODAY^ wKei^ 


Prtd ohclo^ecj +Ke droiia oihci polled o(/+ a ^lot> 
o-f HAIR. A'f^d -for ME, +Ki*Vs dill +Ke ^roo-f X 
NEEDED. 



X s^eh+ +Ke res+ o-f +Ke doi^ locked iVi ry roon. 
At^d +K<»+ wdis wKere X ^Uhhed oh STAYING, 
«+ lertS+ oh+il Pod +ook door off +Ke Kih^es 
wi+K di screwdriver. 

X didhT eveh khow you could DO +K*+. So Pad 
sKould te Kdi^^^, becdiose Ke oic+wiiy +dii;^K+ rie 

sonie+Kih^ NEW +oddi^. 
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^is Prtd woke rne rthd Rodrick earl^ 

<»hd +old os we K<»d +o wi+K Kir^ +o +Ke Kor*>e 
ini^roVemeh+ s+ore. ^e said Ke K<»d <* day o-f cKores 
lihed 0^ -for us, ahd we heeded +o ^e+ some so^^lies. 

XVs keeh A wKile sihce we weh+ +o +Ke Kome 
im^roVemeh+ s+ore, ohd +ke Usi +ime we were 
+Kere, we ^o+ kicked oo+. 'Tk>i*+’s becmose Moihh^ 
used +Ke +oile+ oh iKe dis^U^ -floor. 



Prtd weh+ o-f-f +0 -fihd s+o-f-f +o -fix +Ke woisKih^ 
mrtcKihe^ ohd Ke seh+ me oihd Rod rick +o ^e+ some 
o+Ker +Ki>f^3S, like wood s+ftih ohd ^aih+brosKes. 
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X’H +ell you +Kis-‘ X-f +Kere’s ever <» ior»ii)ie ihVasioh 

or sonie+^in^ like +Krt+j X Kertdih^ STRAIGHT 

■for +Ke Koroe ir*(^roVer*ie\a+ s+ore. Because +Kei'e’s 
s+iTf ih +Kere +Krt+ cah do some SERIOUS darna^e. 



Rodrick we were ^ohha s+aih +Ke deck. He said 
we d K<*Ve +0 ^aih+ aroohd +^e Ko+ +oi) sihce i+ 
was +00 ^eav^ +o move. 

Hohes+t^j XwisK we heVer GOT +Ke Ko+ ioi), 
because +K‘»+ +Kih^ K<*s i)eeh ho+Kit^^ i)o+ 

TROUBLE. 
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"IKis wi'h+er^ +Ke Ko+ +ut) ftlmosi KILLED ne, 
ho+ ONCE, t)u+ TWICE. 


Ohe hi^K+ we K<»(l <» s+orw, and +Ke s+ra^ 
KoldiV'^ dowh +Ke Ko+ +oi) cover came ohdohe. So 

Prtd +old we T K<»d +0 ^e+ ot^^ +Kere ahd FIX i+. 



AF+er T 30+ oh oil ry wlh+er 3ee»r, X weh+ 
00+side +0 deal wf+K +Kis +^1^3. XKe cover was 
■fl<*^^ih3 oiroohd like CRAZY, <»hd i+ wrtSh+ z.<xsy 
+r^ih3 +0 wres+le i+ back dowh. Ahd Jus+ wKeh 
X +K003K+ X WAD i+, ft 1)13 30S+ oF wihd cftwe 
fthd l)lew +Ke cover cleoir off +Ke deck. 
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But X w<»s still Koldlh^ oh to tl^e cover, so X 
weht -^l^ih^ WITH it. 



tKe ^rouhT tK<*t wooiXve teeh IT -for me. 


A-fter X cKeckeci to mojce sore X dicjh't K^Ve ahy 
brokeh tohes, X draped tKe cover tKroo^K tKe 
Show rthd u^ tKe strtirs. Al^d tKe time X ^ot 
to tKe TOP, X wrtS com^letey EXHAUSTED. 
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Bu+ +K<*+*s ho+ +Ke ehd o-f +Ke s+ory. Kose 
Prtd used +0 FILL +Ke Ko+ +ot) was rohhih^ dowh 
+Ke s+rtirs^ rthd i+ was Frozen SOLID. So wKen X 
STEPPED on +Ke Kose, T slid t»ll +Ke wny fcoiclc 
down +0 +Ke BOTTOM and ftlmosi broke neck 
on +Ke Undine- 



used i+ «tt win+er, but Ki*d <* bad Kabi+ oF Falling 
ASLEEP in i+. So Mom would always KaVe +o make 
sure Ke wasnT siill ou+side wKen sKe wen+ +o bed 
For +Ke nieK+. 
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Bu+ ohe +ime Mom -for^oi +o c^eck oh Rod rick 
tefore sKe weh+ +o slee^j <»hd didh*+ realize Ke 

was OU+ +Kere oh+il +Ke MORNING. 



11 + +ook some+Kih^ like +wo WEEKS -for Rodrickl 
skih +0 smoo+K 00+ so Ke could s+o^ lookih^ like a 
PRUNE. At^d durih^ +Ka+ +ime^ Kis Ki^K school 
Kad +Keir yearbook ^Ko+os +akeh. 
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Rodrick Heffley 


A -few moh+Ks bock; Poici draihecj +^e Ko+ 

rthci +Kere K<»Sh’+ t)eeh AY\y wa+er ih i+ SINCE. 

jus+ Ko^ih^ we ^e+ RiD o-f +K<»+ +KiV>^ te-fore 
(■+ crtoses <*hy SERIOUS drtr^^e. 


VJKile we were s+oiiaih^ +^e deck hear +Ke Ko+ 

+ot> +od«y; X Keord o t>oz.ziV>^ hoise^ oihd +Koo^K+ 
m<»yt)e someohe rtccideh+<»iy left +Ke Kea+er rohhih^. 
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So X li-f+ed +Ke cover +o c^ecjc. Ai^cl as sooh as X 

DID, X khew X wrts ih TROUBLE. 



Sowe wrts^s K«ct Mdicje a NEST ohderheo+K +Ke 
cover, rthd how +Ke^ were oil s+irred o^. X-f X 
node A soddeh move, X was ^ohhrt ^e+ STUNG. 
X didhT khow wK<»+ +0 DO, i)o+ Rodrick mode +Ke 
decisioh FOR me. 
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■IKe wrts^s weh+ BERSERK^ rthcj X dro^^ed +Ke 

Ko+ +u{) coVerj iKei^ RAN -for i+. SomeKow me rthd 
Rodrick BOTH mohoi^ed +o ^e+ ihside wi+Kou+ 

s+oh^. 

vie were rerttty lock^, tecrtuse X*Ve read +K<»+ was^s 

crth s+ih^ you MULTIPLE iimes, uhlike o regular 
Kohe^fcee, w^icK crth ohly s+ih^ ^ooONCE. 

X wohder wKi*+ i+’s like knowing +Ki*+ T you s+ih^ 
someone, ^oo’d DIE . X-f X was n Kohe^kee, 

X*d t>e +em^+ed +o use my s+ih^er every DAY. 


















But if X weht t^roo^K ry w^ole life witKout 
ever usih^ stinger, 'X-r^ sore ehci o^ 

REGRETTING it. 



'TKis rtftemooh, PocJ wanted to know wK^ me and 
Rodrick werenT still outside staining tKe tack 
deck. Rodrick told Kim atout tKe WASPS, tut 
left out tKe ^art atout s^ra^in^ tKeir nest witK 
tKe Kose. 

"iKen Pad said Ke Kad anotKer jot for us in tKe 
FRONT yard. He said tKe gutters were closed 
and needed cleaning, so we Kad to ^o ^et tKe 
ladder out of tKe ^ara^e. 
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Clerthih^ +Ke ^irHers is ry LEAST -faVori+e 
c^orcj tecause i+s always ME wKo Kas +o clini) 
+Ke ladder. 


Pad wohT do i+ ahymore because +Ke LAST +ipie 
Ke did; Ke K<*d a ruh-ih wi+K <* SQUIRREL. 



So how RODRICK woh + ^0 u^ oh +Ke ladder; 
ei+Ker. ^e says +Ke ^ersoh wKo’s +Ke LIGHTEST 
K<*s +0 do i+; because +b>ey wohT ^e+ Kur+ as bad if 
+Key FALL. 
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Rocirick eVeh irew a +o s^ow we +Ke 

sciehce keKiV^d i+. At^d l-f +K<»+ was so^^osed +o 

wrtke we -feet BETTER ^ i+ DIDN’T. 
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vie ^0+ +Ke ladder ou+ o-f +Ke ahd carried 

i+ +0 +Ke -frohi ^ard. TKeh we leahed i+ a^aihsi 
+Ke roo-fj ahd Rodrick Keld +Ke base ih ^lace so 
T coold cliwb 0^. 




ViKeh X 30+ +0 +^e X s+rtr+e<i scoo^ih^ +Ke 
mocici^ slo^ -from +Ke ^u+iers ih+o +Ke +r()isK 
tC wrtS KolcJih^ ih o+^er wcfthi X 

cootcih*+ rertiy Kold oh +0 +Ke Udder, <»hd i+ wos 
K<*rd +0 kee^ ny tnUhce. 



A'f+er X cleared out +K«»+ sec+ioh, X dieted tack 
dowh ahd we moved +Ke ladder +0 aho+Ker s^o+. 
Bo+ oh ny -foor+K ihY 0^, X ho+iced +Ke ladder 
•fel+ a li-Hle more WOBBLY +t>ah usual. 


X yelled dowh +0 Rodrick +0 tiold +Ke ladder 
STEADY, i>u+ X didhY ^ei ahy res^ohse. Ai^d 
wKeh X looked +0 see l-f Ke was oh Kis ^Kohe or 
some+Kih^, Ke wash’i eVeh THERE. 
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A^ci +K<*Vs wKeh X looked i^roo^K +Ke ta+Kroon 
wihdow rthd Srtw Rodrick INSIDE THE HOUSE. 



X knocked oh +Ke ^Uss +o ^e+ Kis i*++eh+ioh. 
Bo+ X mos+Ve leohed over +oo FAR^ becoiose +Ke 
Udder s+«r+ed +il+ih^ +o ohe side. 

X+ w<*s +00 U+e -for me +o +ry ahd climi) oill +Ke 
wixy fcrtck dowh; so +Ke ohl^ ^Uce +o ^o was UP. 

X climbed +0 +Ke +o^ o-f +Ke Udder mhd grabbed 
+Ke ed^e o-f +Ke roof wi+K bo+K Ki»hds^ +b»eh polled 
myself oh+o i+. X did '+^*^ 5 + ih +ime^ +00j 
because +Ke secohd X s+e^^ed off +Ke ladder^ i+ 
weh+ crasKih^ +o +Ke ^rouhd. 
















So how X wrtS s+ocjt oh +Ke roo-f wi+K ho wui^ +o 
^e+ trtck dowh. X gelled oo+; Ko^ih^ Mon or Pud 
would Kear ne. Bu+ X was ^re+iy sore Pmd wms ih 
+Ke trtuhdry roon -fixlh^ +Ke wasKih^ nocKihe^ ahd 
X Krtdh^f seeh MOM *11 norhih^. 

"iKeh X s^o-Hed Mr. Laroccoi dnVih^ Kis Imwh nower 

00+ of Kis sKed^ <»hd X +Koo^K+ X was SAVED. X 
+ried SHOUTING +0 Kin, t)o+ Ke cooldh’i Keoir 
ne over +Ke soohd of +Ke nower. 




X -figured X could 32+ t^r. Laroccoi s rt+ieh+ioh by 
+Krowih^ some o-f +Ke ^00^ -from +Ke ^ut+ers ih 
■froh+ o-f Kis mower +0 ^e+ Kim +0 S+o^ oihd look 0^. 

So X scooped u^ some sludge mhd oimed for n 
s^o+ ih Mr. L<*rocct»’s ^a+K- But X 31'ess X 
miscrtlcolrt+ed * li++le, because X hailed +Ke mower 
wi+K a direci HIT. 


Ahd believe me^ X couldh’i make +Ka+ sKo+ a^aih 
if X K<*d a HUNDRED more +ries. 
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Mr. Loiroccrt s+o^^ed Us mower rthd +ried +o -figure 
out wKere tKe amtusK CAME -from. X decided 
maybe it wash t So bad to be stuck oh tKe roo-f 
AFTER all; ahd T scrambled to tKe otKer side 
wKere Ke wouldn’t be able to see me. 

T Kid beKihd tKe cKimhey^ wKicK was tKe ohiy 
sKrtdy ^Irtce oh tKe roo-f. Ahd eveh tKere^ it was 
^ret^ HOT. 


T khew T could be ih -for a lohg wait; ahd 
a-fter a wKile T started worryihoi about aettiho 

DEHYDRATED. 
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So X +ook 0-f-f ^05+ 0-f ny clo+Kes^ because X 
cii(lh’+ wah+ +o SWEAT +oo X +b>oo^K+ 
+Ki*+ i-f X 30+ reaiy des^era+e, X be able 
+0 wrih3 some mois+ore ou+ o-f m^ SOCKS. But X 
was reaiy Ko^ih3 i+ wooldhT come +0 +Ka+. 



X knew +Ki*+ i-f X did^’i do some+Kih3 +0 save 
m^selT +b>e^d eVeh+uall^ -fihd me ih ohe of +Kose 
sa+elli+e ^Ko+os. 

























w<*s +00 -far +o DOWN^ so +^rt+ was 
00+ o-f +^e <^oes+ioh. Ai^d eVeh i-f X Uhded oh 
+Ke back deck wi+Koo+ killih^ mysel-f, +Kose wois^s 
would ^rot)«t>y -fihisK roe o-f-f. 

"IKeh X reroemtered +Kere was a wihdow oh +Ke side 
o-f +Ke Koose oitioVe +Ke ^<xr<x^c. So X lowered ro^sel-f 
dowh -front +Ke roof rthd oh+o +loe led^e, wKicK was 

BARELY wl+Kih reocK. 



Lockily^ +Ke wihdow wrtSh’+ LOCKED. X o^ehed 
i+Jos+ wide ehoo^K -for ne +o fd ihside^ nhd X 
s<^ueezed +Krou^K. 






wihdow led +o Mom mhd Pftd s ba+Kroom^ ahd 
+^e led^e was rttoVe +Kelr TOILET. 


X ^ 0 + ohe -foof dowh oh +o^ o-f +Ke +oile+ +Ahk, 

Ahd +Keh X iried io ^u+ my OTHER ■fooi dowh oh 
+ 0 ^ o-f +Ke LID. Bu+ X didh’i ho+ice +Ke seA+ was 

UP oh+it i+ WAS +00 LATE. 
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So how ry oihltle was STUCK, Ahd T cooldh + 
^oll -fooi 00+, ho mA+ier l^ow K<*rd T +ried. T 
^oess X WAS mAkih^ a 1o+ o-f hoise +ryih^ +o ^e+ 
m^sel-f -free, tecAose +Ka+ was wKeh X -foohd out 
wKere MOM KAd t>eeh a11 +Kis +ime. 
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i+ rerttty wosh i -fuh ex^Uihih^ +Ke si+oo+ioh +o 
pod wKela HE crtwe iV\+o +Ke ta+Kroom. 



^irHers cledihed PROFESSIONALS. 
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+t»ms out 11 m ho+ +Ke ONLY ohe wKo ^o+ 
re^lrtced sofneohe wKo oc+ortll^ khows wK'*+ 
+Ke^Ve doih^. 11 + Ka^^ehed +o DAD^ +oo. 


Pad +ook +Ke wc»sKiV' 3 m<»cKiV>e tift couldi^’+ 

^c+ i+ trtck +o^e+Ker. So pioide Ki>> Kire « 



X+*S i)eeh rertiy i>icohVehieh+ liVih^ wi+Koi+- <* wrtsKi+i^ 
r^cKihe. Vie ve K^d +o wrtsK our clo+Kes K^i^d ih 
+^e ki+cKeh sihlc, wKicK is <* bi^ ^mih. But Rodrick 

curve u^ wi+K <* SHORTCUT Us+ hi^K+j <*r»d ^u+ 
Kis dir+y clo+Kes in +Ke DISHWASHER. 

VlelK +Ke disKwrtsKer did <» ^ood joi) WASHING 
+Ke clo+KeS; Ku+ no+ DRYING +Kefvi. 
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A^tci wKeh Rodrick left +^e Koose +o +o scKool 
+Kis Kis clo+Kes were s+ill WET. 



So Ke used Kis Vah +o AIR-DRY Kis clo+Kes oh +Ke 
woy +0 ScKool. 
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Uh-for+oh<»+el^ -for Rodrlckj +K<*+ 30+ +^e ft++eh+ioh 
(yf +Ke POLICE, wKo polled R>> oVer. 



Hoped 

DIPE\ 


2 


S wKy Mow wrtcje PrtcJ coll soweohe +0 -fix +Ke 
W(*sKiV> 3 wrtcKiVve. Bu+ X cli(l^’+ khow +Ke ^Lwijer was 
ih +^e Koose oh+it X walked ^as+ +Ke laohdr^ roon\. 



XKe wos+Ve khowh wKa+ Ke was DOING, 


because Ke ^0+ +Ke wasKiV>3 wacKihe u^ ahd ruhhih^. 














Bu+ +KiV>^s ehded kihd o-f rtwkwrtrdy wKei^ ^A<)^hh^ 
+rie£i +0 ^(xy +Ke plumber osih^ ^Aorv|’s credii carci. 



Viedhescirts 


VlKeh X Kome -front scKool +Kis a-f+erhooh, 
+Kere were <* feohcK o-f workers ahd Keav^ m<»cKiV>er^ 
ih our ^rtrd. 




























X wrts su^er EXCiTEDj becftose +K'*+ me<»h+ +Kis 
aciii+ioh w«s -fihrtlly Ki*^^e'^iV >3 -for REAL. 

A 3 <y wrts oSi>>3 A trtckKoe +0 di^ +Ke Kole -for 
+Ke -fouhclo+iohj rthd ii was CRAZY +o see Kow 
POWERFUL +K«»+ +KiV >3 was. 

He (*nd Rowley +ried +o di3 ft Kole +o C^ihft ohce^ 
fthd we <^ui+ ftF+er a -few Koors. Bu+ l-f we cooldVe 
30-H-eh our ^fthds oh ohe o-f THESE +Kih3Sj we 
pii3KTve ftc+oftiy polled i+ o-f-f. 
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XVi woh<ierih^ l-f +Ke crew would le+ me irtlce +Ke 
trtckKoe out -for <» SPIN. Because X could use i+ 
+0 ^ull +Ke mos+ e^ic ^rahlc EVER a+ my scKool. 





X+ was ^re+iy ^o+ ioday^ ahd X +KiV>k Mom -feli 
t>ad -for +Ke 3uys wKo were worjtih^ Ki*rd. So sKe 
made some cold driialts ahd trou^Ki +Kem ou+side. 



















X+ kihd of Uckfired, +Koo^Ki because after 
+K<»+^ +Ke workers s+ar+ed conih^ ihside +o use +Ke 


BATMROOM. 



A>^d wKeh a line formed for +Ke DOWNSTAIRS 

ba+Kroom, +Ke bi^esi ^uy oh +Ke cohs+ruc+ioh crew 
Keaded UPSTAIRS +o flhd aho+ker +oile+. 
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+K«+ 31/^ wrtS cdirr^ih^ a MAGAZINE, so X 

30+ +Ke ^66111^3 Ke wrtSh’+ Kert(lih3 0^ +Kere +0 30 
Humber One. 
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workers all ^o+ ou+ o-f our Koose ^re+^y 
QUICK, t>(/+ +Key wereh i +Ke ONLY ohes wKo 
+Kou^K+ +Kere was ah ac+oal er^er^ehcy. 


NANNY +Koui^K+ so, +00. Al^d wKeh +Ke smoke 
cie+ec+or weh+ off, Ke +Krew e»ll Kis s+uffecl rthimrtls 
00+ Kis fcedroom wihdow, +Keh Ko^^ed oh+o +Ke ^ile. 
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Hon rthi P<»4 werehi wi+K me -for +Ke 

snoke de+ec+or +KiV>3j i)u+ X doh’i +^ihk +Ke^ 
were «t>oo+ +Ke workers osih^ our ba+Kroons^ 

EITHER. So +Kis eVehlh^j Hon ordered ohe o-f 
+Kose ^or+<*-^o+iies -for +Ke work si+e, <»hd l^ow 
everybody’s K^^^y. 



•for +Ke -foohdrt+ioh^ <»hd +od<»y +Key s-foir+ed 
■frrtnih^ +Ke <»ddi+ioh. T +Koo^K+ i+ wrtS ^re+iy 
cool seeih^ Kow eVery+KiV>3 was conih^ +o^e+Ker. 












Uh-for+oh<»+el^ Pod ho+lced +K<*+ X was ih+eres+ed 
ih wK<»+ w<»s ou+side^ ftl^d +^rt+ ^u+ fth 

IDEA ih Kfs Ke<*d. 


P<»d Srtid +Kis ^rojeci was a ^ood o^^or+ohiHy -for 
nt +0 le<*m -fror-i REAL ^ro-fessiohals ahd +o ^icjc 
0^ skills X crth use dowh +Ke rortd. 



"P wrtSh*+ rediiy oh toord wi+K +K<»+ ^Lh, +K0U3K. 

Mos+ o-f +Kose cohs+ruc+ioh workers look like 
+Key*Ve 30+ reoiy rou3K K^hds -from workih3 wi+K 
a11 +K<*+ Ke<»V^ e<^oi^pieh+. Bu+ X use all sor+s o-f 
lo+iohs <*hd creoms +0 rnoike my K<*hds hice rthd 

SOFT. 
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+K«»+ wrts EXACTLY +Ke wroh^ +KiV>3 +0 +ell 

r^y drtdj tecdiuse i+ earhed r»ie <» oY\t-w<\y iicke+ 
ou+side. 
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X cioh+ khow wK^ Pod seh+ I^E o(/+ +Kei'e ohi 
ho+ Rodrick. Mrthh^ rtc+ortiy wrth+ed +o WITH 
me, t)u+ Prtd +old Kim \\t was +oo YOUNG +o 
Kel^. Ai^d Hrthhy did^T +i»ke i+ +K«»+ well. 



cK<»r^e rthd see Kow X could ^i+cK ii^. So X 
rtsked rtrouhd, <»t^d someohe Ih+roduced me +o +Ke 
FOREMAN, wKo WAS ih Kis irailer. 









































X 3*^55 +Ke -foremrth was +oo t)osy +o deal wi+K 
sonie middle scKool kidj so Ke +old me +o -fihd « 
named Bodd^ and +alk +o HIM. 

Viellj Budd^ was ^re+^ eas^ +o -findj es^eciall^ 
since Kis name was +a++ooed on Kis -foreKead. 



Buddy was working wi+K some ^lys on +Ke 
■framing, so 11 +Koo^K+ X’d s+ar+ off i)y +ellin^ 
+Kem wKo 11 WAS. Bo+ +Key weren’i as impressed 
as H THOUGHT +Key sKoold t>e. 












X +ol 4 +Kese ^(ys X was out +Kere +o HELP 
+^ero. So Bodd^ +old we Ke K^d ft REALLY 
ir»i^or+fth+jot), wKicK wftS +0 Kold ft wftll +Ke^ 
Kftd jus+ -frftMed. 


At^d X DID -feel ^re+^ im^or+fth+ -for a wKile, ft+ 
leftsi uh+it X reftlized +Ke wftll wftS KoldiV)^ ITSELF 
0^ oh i+s owh. 



Ohce X ohders+ood i+ wftS ft PRANK, X -figured 
+t)is is jos+ +Ke wft^ cohs+roc+ioh workers joke 
ftroi/hd wi+K ohe ftho+Ker. So X picked ft Kftf^f^er 
fthd ftsked Buddy i-f X could hftil some boftrds 
+o^e+Ker or some+Kih^. 
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Buddy +old r^e +K<*+ would i>e GREAT, t>u+ T wos 
KoldiV>^ <» LEFT-Kfl'^ded K<»f»irner^ ahd T heeded 
+0 ^0 -fihd « RlGHT-Kohded ohe. 



loh^ +(>’« +0 reuilize THAT was <* joke, +oo. 





1+ Ki+ me +K<*+ sihce T WAS +Ke youh^es+ ^uy out 
Kere, +Ke o+Ker workers didhT RESPECT me. 
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X -figured +Key w<*h+ecj ne +o QUIT, t>ir+ T 
didh + wc*h+ +0 ^iVe +Ker»i +K<*+ SATISFACTION. 

T decided T was PROVE mysel-f t)^ 
working K<*rd^ <*nd t^ove +Ke rmhks. Ai^d r^y\>t 
wi+Ki>^ « week or +wo T’d K«»Ve ^uys like Buddy 
re^or+ih^ +o ME. 


So T weh+ dirouhd +Ke cohs+ruc+ioh si+e Finding 
+Ki^3S X could do +0 Kel^ ou+. X -filled sor»« 
tucke+s wi+^ wrt+er -for +Ke workers wKo were 
wi)cih3 cohcre+e, ohd X woVed <* ^ile o-f ^rovel ou+ 
oF +Ke way w^eh « +ruck heeded +o ^ei iKrou^K. 














+Ke +if^e we broke -for lohcbt^ X wrts -feelih^ 

^re-Hy GOOD rtt)ou+ m^sel-f. Bo+ tC cli(ih+ w<»h+ 

+0 kick back rthd reUx^ becoiose +Ke>^ +Kese 
would +Kit^k X wfts LAZY. 


So wKeh luhcK 30+ delivered ^ X weh+ orouhd +Ke 
job si+e bxnhdih^ ou+ everyohe s orders. Ai^d +K<*+ 

n-irtde r*ie REALLY ^o^uUr. 



Ohe hrtnied Lo+Ker was ih +b>e r»iiddle o-f nixih^ 
rt brt+cK o-f cohcre+e, so X Ki»d +0 waii before X 
could Krthd Kim Kis meoi+brtll Sub. Al^d +0 be ex+ra 
Kel^fulj X uhwru^^ed i+ for Kim so Ke*d be oible +0 
KrtVe i+ «s sooh AS Ke wos fihisKed. 
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But X wrtSla*+ feeing CAREFUL; and +Ke meo+trtlls 

slid OU+ oF +Ke sub oihd ih+o a i)ocke+ o-f we+ cohcre+e. 



Lu+Ker didh*+ look like +Ke kihd o-f wKo*d be 

<»bou+ A mert+brtll Sub wi+K l^o MEATBALLS 
ih i+. So T tossed +Ke REST of +Ke sub ih+o +Ke 
bucket rthd brtcked AWAy. 
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1- ro X 30+ out o-f iKere wKei^ X DID, 
+00. Because w^eh Lu+Ker accused Budd^ o-f 
s+ealih^ Kis roea+tall sut, iKiV^^S 30+ UGLY. 



X Shuck tack +0 +Ke Kouse, +Keh locked +Ke door 
teKihd r»>e. Ahd wKeh Pad asked rne wKy X washi 
s+ill out +Kere WORKING, X +old kir^ X was 
RETIRED. 
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Suhda^ 

were reoiy moVih^ oiloh^ wi+^ +Ke ftddi+ioh 

Dh+il our NEIGHBORS s+or+ed com^Uihih^. 
fAr. Loroccrt K<»d issue wi+K +Ke NOISE, 
tecrtuse Ke works +Ke hi^K+ sKi-f+ «+ <* Kos^i+nl nhd 
heeds +o slee^ durlh^ +Ke dt»y. 


So Mow's t>eeh oiskih^ +Ke workers +o Ary ohd kee^ 
i+ dowh, t)u+ +Ki*+’s ho+ tAsy +o do wKeh you're 

de<*lih3 wi+K MANNERS. 



Our o+Ker hex+-door hei^Ktor^ Mrs. ^firHle^ ish'+ 

Krt^^y rtl)ou+ +Ke rtddi+ioh, EITHER. 
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ohe o-f +Ke workers rolleci « wKeeli)<*rrow 
on+o Ker ^ro^eri^ fthd +rftr*i^le(l sor»ie o-f Ker 
■flowers^ rthd r>ow sKe wah+s os +o REPLACE +Kew. 



Ai^d t+s iao+jos+ our NEXT-DOOR hei^KtorS; 
ei+Ker. Mrs. Ro+kowski lives clirt^ohrtiy across +Ke 
s+ree+, ahd T 3i«ss ohe o-f Ker ca+s ^o+ ih+o oor 
^ard rthd s+e^^ed oh a hail. So sKe +old Pad Ke 
Kad +0 +Ke VET Kill. 














All +^is com^Uihih^ is jos+ slowih^ 
ciowh <»hci mrtkfh^ +Ke ^rojeci +<»ke LONGER. 
So +Ke olr>y ^ersoh wKo’s rtc+uaiy r^rtkih^ rthy 
PROGRESS rtroohd Kere is MANNY. 

He -foi/hd I* +oy iooltox ih +Ke bftsemeh+j ohd 
Ke +00I; some scro^ wood ou+ o-f +Ke dom^s+er. 
X*m ho+ exrtc+y sore wKi*+ Ke's t)oildir>3 ir> +^e 

fertckyuird, t)o+ i+ looks ^re-Hy IMPRESSIVE. 



'TKe dom^s+er is de-fihi+ely +Ke t>es+ +Ki^3 rtt>oo+ 
+Kis ^rojec+. VlKeheVer +Ke irusK coih ih my 
tedroom ^e+s -folH X jos+ em^-ty i+ ih+o +Ke 
dom^S+er, wKicK is i'i3K+ 00 +side my wihdow. 
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VlK<»+*s eveh t>e-H-er +K<»t^ THAT is Kow easy i+ 
is how wKeh X K«»Ve +o ^t/+ +Ke irosK ou+ oh 
Suhdoiy hi^K+. X+’s n\y jot +o ^ui irasK s+icjters 
oh <*11 +t»e to^Sj +Keh +<*ke eVery+Kih^ dowh +o 
+Ke cort. Ahd +Ki*+'s <» ^i<*h+ ^<*ih, es^eci<»lly 

wKeh i+ RAINS. 






















Bu+ wi+K +Ke doM^s+erj X doh + eVeh KrtVe +o deal 

wi+K +^e STICKERS. T cfth jos+ cWk +^e i)rt^s 



Tohi^Ki T rnrtde <» ^re+^ s+o^id mis+rtke^ +Koo^K. 
T didbT -feel like ioikih^ eocK +rrtsK out o-f 
+Ke so X +ried +o em^-iy i+ ih+o +Ke 

dum^s+er <*11 <*+ ohce. 
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Uh-for+ohrt+ey X didhi rertlize l^ow WEAVY +Ke 
+r(»sK crth wdtSj rthd X cooldi^ + ^e+ i+ all +Ke 
wa^ over +Ke +o^ o-f +Ke dum^s+er. So +Ke wKole 
crth ii^^ed trtcjtward; ahd +Ke irasK 
em^+led out o-f +Ke 



So how +Kere was EVERYWHERE ^ and 

X Kad +0 scoo^ all +Ke +rasK tack ih+o +Ke ta^s. 




AB€ n 


hi 

]jj [y . 
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'Xo mrtke mrt'H'ers WORSE j i+ was a wihd^ i^i^K+7 
so +Ke +r<»sK wrts fclowlh^ EVERYWHERE. Ai^ci i+ 

wrtSh'i A lo+ o-f {un +i'yih^ +o cKi*se oil +Kt»+ s+o-f^ 

ciowh in +Ke cjorlt. 



tosKes. But X sKoold ve renemtered +K<*+ Ke works 
+Ke hi^K+ sKi-R *bd leaves «+ +Ka+ +ir«. 


■ f—A 




















X 30+ +0 feed so^er U+e ^es+erdft^j because X Kad 
+0 +ry and cohVihce Mr. Larocca +Ki*+ X wash’i 
+oile+-^a^erih3 Kis busKes. 



X REALLY wisK X Kad ^o+ieh a ^ood hi^K+s 
slee^; iKou^K^ because we K<»d a bi^ +es+ a+ scKool 
+Kis ahd X doh’i +KiV>); X did r^y bes+. 
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'TKis WAS ohe o-f +Kose +es+s +Ke wKole SCHOOL 
K<*s +0 +<»ke. ieoicKers K<*Ve Ueh +o 

us ready -for WEEKS, tecause a^^areh+ly +Ke 
scores really MATTER. 

X 3<^ss our school did really badly oh +Kis +es+ 
LAST year, ahd i-f +Ka+ Ka^^ehs AGAIN +Kere 
are ^ohha be bud^e^ cu+s. Ahd +Ka+ r»ieahs sor»ie 
+eacKers could lose +Keir JOBS. 


Oh +0^ o-f +Ka+, +Key mi^K+ KaVe +o cu+ some 
^ro^rams, like Ah- ahd Music. X wisK KIDS Kad 
a say ih wKa+ +o cu+, because if X was +Ke ohe 
makih^ +b>e calls, PKys E-d would Ve beeh oh +Ke 
cKo^^ih^ block a loh^ TIME a^o. 
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iertcKers K<»Ve i)eeh reoilly s+ressed oirt aboui 
+Kis +es+j dind +Ke Us+ -few weeks lM»Veh'+ beeh « 

to+ o-f FUN. 



All +Kis pressure Kt»s beeh ^e++ih^ os KIDS 
s+ressed oo+, +ooj so Us+ week +Ke scKool broo^Ki 
rt S+ress ii^+o +Ke library +o Kel^ everyone 

relax. Bu+ kids ^o+ +oo ^rabby wi+K +Ke 
and +Ken +Ke PUPPY ^o+ all s+ressed oo+. 






s+or+ed ruhhih^ ih circles rthd 
^eeih^ rttt oVer +^e ^Uce. So +Ke school +ook i+ 
rtway rthd replaced i+ wi+K <* S+ress Lzuird^ ahd 
hoi)od^ Wrth+ed +0 TOUCH +Krt+ iKit^^. 



S^ertkir>3 o-f s+ress, X really w<»sh’+ looking 
•forward +o ^oih^ Korne +Kis m-f+emooh, tecrtose 
X khew +Key were qoY\Y\a c(/+ a Kole ih +Ke waII 
+0 cohhec+ i+ wi+K +Ke Addi+ioh. 


X WAS worried +Key mi^K+ Accideh+Ally Ki*Ve +o 
C0+ +Kroo^K +Ke PLUMBING, Ahd X didh’+ 
WAhhA t)e Aroohd wKeh THAT K<*^^ehed. 
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Roirick +^ot;^K+ +Ke^ were ^ohha ose <* 

WRECKING BALL +o sr*K»sK +Ki'ou^K +Ke woilk 

Kis wKole WAS +0 moke a music Video wi+K 

Kis trthd wKeh +KeV DID. 

























So Rodrick rthd Kis brthdpioi+es were ^re-Hy 
dis<*^^oih+ed wKeh +Key ^o+ +Kere <»hd +Ke workers 
K«d already opened +Ke wall wi+K <» ^ower saw. 



X didt^*+ see ah^ si^h o-f +Ke Groirh^ so TWAT was 
a relief. Bu+ wKa+ +Ke workers foohd ihside +Ke 
walls was Jos+ as BAD. 

XKe wood ohderr»ea+K +Ke sidi^^ was ROTTEN, 
because of a leak caused i)^ +Ke closed ^irHers. 
At^d a^^areh+y +Kere was +oxic rnold i^ +Ke walls, 
so we Ye teeh living wl+K THAT all +Kis +ime, +oo. 
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Plus, +Kere were rodeh+s’ hes+s ih +Ke walls^ wKicK 
merths we Ve t>eeh sKflrlh^ oor Koose wi+K <* coloh^ 

o-f MICE. 

Xi reoiiy creeps me ou+ +o +KiV>k +Kere s +Kis 
wKole WORLD llvih^ ihside our walls wt+Kou+ us 
even knowing i+. At^d +K<»+ s w^^ X Ve decided wKen 
tC build ny -firsi Kouse^ i+s ^onna be 100% GLASS. 
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^Ver since +Ke^ opened +K<»+ wall^ we’ve been 
■finding r*\ouse dro^^in^s on our Iti+cKen coon+ers. 
So +K<»+ means +Ke mice are living out in +Ke 


OPEN now. 

Horn sa^s we cdin+ leave an^ -food aroond> 
because +Ken +Ke mice will ^e+ u^ on +Ke sor-faces 
wKere we EAT. So weVe been ir^in^ +o jcee^ 
eVer^+Kin^ really CLEAN^ and T’ve been 
^u-Hin^ our snacks in places wKere +Ke mice canT 
^e+ +0 +Kem. 

Pad s been looking u^ wa^s +o ^e+ rid o-f mice +Ki*+ 


wonT HLRT +Kem. Bu+ Rodrick K«s Kis OWN 
ideas -for wKa+ +o do. He wan+s +o \>uy a SNAKE ^ 
and le+ na+ure +ake i+s course. 





Vl^eh Mom rtsked Rodrick wK<*+ we d do ohce 
+Ke Shake a+e +Ke MICE^ Ke said we’d i)oy a 
MONGOOSE +0 ca+cK +Ke Shake. So remihd me 
ho+ +0 Visii RODRICK’S Koose wKeh X 36+ older. 



lKe mice areh’i oor ONLY ^roblem^ +K003K. vie Ve 
30+ WASPS ih +Ke Koose how^ +00. Mom -foohd 
ohe crawlih3 oh +Ke mah+el atoVe +Ke -fireplace las+ 
hi3K+j ahd +Kere was aho+Ker ohe •fl^ih3 aroohd 

+Ke ki+cKeh +Kis morhih3 dorih3 BREAKFAST. 
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vie crth*+ -figure oc^^ Kow +KeyVe ^e++ih^ INSIDE; 

tecrtuse we Ve i)eeh kee^ih^ +Ke wihdows sKu+ ai^cl 
we (loh*+ o|»eh +Ke ■froia+ door unless we HAVE +o. 

Mom +Kinks +Ke^ mi^K+ te coming ih -from 
uhdernert+K +Ke +*r^ +K<»+*s covering +Ke side o-f 
+Ke Kouse; so sKe sen+ Pad out +Kere +oni^K+ +o 
mrtke sure +Kere <»ren’+ <»h^ wKere +Ke^Ve 
^e-Hih^ iKrou^K. 









































X would Ve HELPED Kir^i i > u + X was o-froid o-f 
teih^ s+ruck by LIGHTNING. A+ sc^ook Altei'i 
Srthdy +old us *t>ou+ +Kis kid wKo ^o+ Ki+ t>y 
li^K'H>ih^ wKile Ke wrtS ou+ ih a canoe ^ and now Ke s 

SUPERCHARGED wi+K elec+r;c;-^y. 



Viellj everyone ai ry luncK +al)le +Kou^K+ +Krt+ 
sounded ^re-Hy COOL^ W T know iKai l-f i+ 
Ka^^encd +0 ME, everyone would jus+ use r^e as a 
c^ar^in^ s+a+ion. 
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Rocirick Krtd <» +Keory rti)ou+ Kow +Ke wrts^s were 

^e-Hih^ ih, tu+ ;+ soohcjed kihd o-f CRAZY. 

He ex^Uihed +Kere <»re nil di-f-ferehi TYPES o-f 
wftS^Sj tike wois^s <»hd rnod wms^s. He s^'d 

we ve SEWER wos^s, <»hd +Ke^Ve 

^e-Hih^ in +^rot;^K +Ke TOILETS. 


Vielk X*ve never Keard of a sewer was^ tefore^ 

W XVi no+ irtkin^ <xy\y CHANCES. 



Ri^K+ now we Ve ^o+ o roden+ ^rotlem ond on insec+ 
^rotlewij and X rn no+ sore wKic^ is WORSE. X 


donT know wK^ our Koose conT be infes+ed wi+K 
sonie+Kin^ CUTE ins-feud. Because if we were 
overrun i)^ KOALAS^ X really wouldnT K^Ve a 
problem wi+K i+- 













Saturday 

Las+ week +Ke workers Kad +o discohheci our 
air cohdi+ioher so +Key cah trih^ ih a ti^^er uhi+. 
So -for how weVe all slee^lh^ ih +Ke l)aser*«h+, 
tecause +Ka+S +Ke ohl^ ^lace ih +Ke Koose wKere 

i+'s COOL. 

X cah see wK^ Rodrick likes i+ dowh iKere^ 
ESPECIALLY ih iKe sonmer. X doh*+ loVe keih^ 
ohder^roohd/ i^oo^Kj wKicK is niakih^ we re+Kihk 
+Ke wKole ^lah -for dream Koose. 

Pad said wKeh Ke was ^rowih^ u^j some ^eo^le 
i)wl+ BUNKERS wKere +Key could 30 l-f +Kere was 
a war or some+Ki'^3. 













Vlellj living in <» +iny onder^roond s^ace wi+K 
wKole family sounds like m TERRIBLE idea. Trs+ 
o-f rtll, +Ke snoicks would t>e ^one i)^ +Ke second 
d<*^. At^d l-f we ony K<*d one ba+Kroom down 
+Kerej we*d K<*Ve MAJOR problems. 



^erisco^e ^o+ BLOCKED^ we r»ii^K+ never know i+ 
was OK +0 ^0 bock UP. 
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like rt TORNADO or some+Kii^^- Vlell^ +Kis 

piomih^ X +Koo^K+ we were ex^eriehcih^ <»h 

EARTHQUAKE^ oihd +Ke LAST ^Uce X wuh+ed 
+0 be wrts uhder^roohd. 
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Bu+ +^e rertsoh ^rouhd was was becmose 

+U workers were oo+side JACKWAMMERlNG. 



RHTATATAT 


"iKe^ were treoikiVi^ oor OLD drivew*^ so +Ke^ 
could ^our a NEW ohe^ ahd X was ^re-Hy sore 
+Ke hei^Ktors werehi ^ohha te atoui a\\ 

+Ke NOlSE. E-S^ecirtiy Mr. Loiroccrt^ wKo K<»d 

jos+ ^o-Heh Kome -from Kis s^ift <»+ +Ke Kos^i+rtl. 





























Bu-h X Wrts EXCITED i*l)ot/+ +Ke hew driveway. 

Oor old ohe was ih really bad sKa^e^ so you 
cooldhT really USE i+ -for ahy+Kih^- Ahd maybe 
+KaTs wKa+*s beeh Koldih^ me back -front becomih^ 
a ^ro-fessiohal a+Kle+e all +Kis +ime. 



came +o ^oor +Ke -fresK cohcre+e, X s+ar+ed +o 

3e+ NERVOUS. 

A lo+ o-f +Ke kids ih my hei^KborKood are 
JERKS, ahd i-f +Key see we+ cohcre+e, +Key*ll 
wri+e s+o^id sfu-f-f ih i+. 


















Oh +0^ o-f +K<»+/ Mrs. Ru+kowski’s CATS l^rtVe 
teeh ih our ^dir«i a Io+ U+ely ^oh+ih^ -for IMICE^ 
ahi T (JicJhT wi*h+ A bohcK o-f ^aw ^rih+s ih +Ke 
■fresKl^ poured cohcre+e. 



X wrtS wrt+cKih^ +Ke STREET t>w+ i+ +orhS ooi 
X sKoi/ld ve t)eeh woi+cKih^ +Ke GARAGE. 
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X Kcrtrd +Ke door o^zy\, ahd Rodrick s+nr+ed 
Kis VAN out. X iried +o STOP i)o+ Ke was 
Kis fnosic +oo lood +o Ke«»r. 


a ^ 



x»pu 

—^^UORSI# 





X couldr>’+ BELIEVE ho ohe ihside +Ke Koose +old 
Rodrick <*ijoo+ +Ke drivew*^. Bu+ i+ +urhs ou+ 
+Ke^ K<»d <» really ^ood excuse^ because +Key were 
dealih^ wl+K a more SERIOUS problem. 


SMOKE was ^ourih^ out o-f +Ke windows oh 
+Ke •firs+ Aoor, ahd X Keard SIRENS ih +Ke 
dis+ahce. 
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Horn crtme ruhhih^ ou+ +Ke •froh+ ^oor, rthd Pad 
wrts ri^Ki teKiVid Ker. 



"Teh seconds U+er, a FIRE TRUCK polled aloh^ 

+Ke cort>, rthd <* cookie o-f Fire-fi^K+ers ^o+ oo+. 



gEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE 


































rrth across +Ke Uwh ahci oh+o +Ke -frohi 
walkway, wKicK +^e workers Kad jos+ -fthisKed 


^ourih^. 



"IKrt+s wKeh everyone realized +Ki*+ MANNY was 
s+ill ihside. Bo+ +Kahk-foiy ^e*d already Kad 
PRACTICE -for iKis sor+ o-f +Ki>^3. 



















GOOD hews iSj +Kere w<»sh+ ftc+o<»iy <» FIRE^ 
+Kere was jus+ a lo+ o-f SMOKE. But +Ke tad hews 
is, i+ wrtS MY 1*1/1+. 

L*s+ weekj wKeh we were ^irHih^ our -food ih 
places wKere +Ke mice couldhY ^e+ i+; X Kid some 

Shrtcks ih +Ke OVEN. 


So wKeh Mom ^reKe*+ed +Ke oVeh +o ih 
* t)*+cK o-f fcrtcoh +Kis morhih^^ a ^l*S+ic t)*^ 


MELTED. X+’s kihd of UNFORTUNATE, 

Kecrti/se +K<*+ WAS * w*s+e of some ^erfec+ly ^ood 
^o+<»+o cKi^s. 



ISO 

















+Kis wdis de-fihi+ely ohe o-f +Kose +i>»ies wKeh 
X couldVe used +Krt+ escape ih +Ke buck 

o-f r^y closei. 



Viedhesday 


Believe i+ or hoi, Mom ahd Pod Ki*Ve already 
moved ^as+ +Ke wKole ^o+a+o cKi^ t)<*3 ihcideh+. 
Ai^d +Ki*+s ^ood laews -for ME. 

But tKe REASON tKeyVe -for^otteh about it is 
tKe BAD hews. 

A -few doys (HQO, tKe buildih^ ihs^ector came out 
to cKeck tKe -framih^ of tKe addition. 
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wKela Ke DID^ Ke -foohd o(/+ wKole 
s+ruc+ore was +oo close +o Mrs. 'TirHle s ^ro^er-fy 
lihe by aboui +Kree FEET. 

X 3c«ss +Ke cohs+roc+ioh con^fthy messed wKeh 
+Key creoi+ed +Ke ^Uhs For +Ke oddi+ioh, btf+ +Ke 
+owh didr>*+ co+cK +Ke mis+ftite wKeh +Key issued 
+b>e {)oildir>3 ^ermi+. So how +Kere was jos+ a bohcK 
oF Fih^er-^oih+lh^; uihd ho ohe would +i*lce ahy 
res^ohsibiLHy. 



XKe buildih^ ihs^ec+or +old us +Ke ohiy +Kih^ we 
could really do NOW was +o ^el our hex+-door 
hei^Kbor +o si^h some+Kih^ +K«»+ says we Ki*d 
^ermissioh +o build +Ke s+ruc+ure close +o Ker 
^ro^er-iy lihe. 3u+ +K«»+ washX ^ohha be EASY. 
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o+Ker wKeh +Ke cohcre+e ^uys came 
trtck +0 ^<»+c^ 0^ +Ke driveway ahd •froh+ walk^ 
+Key se+ +Keir cer*«\a+ roixer oh our lawh. But 
X ^uess +Key •for^o+ we were oh a WILLj because 
+Ke mixer ii^^ed over ahd poured -fresK cohcre+e 
ri^K+ ih+o Mrs. 'Tu++le’s GARDEN. 



^ermissioh +o kee^ our addi+ioh wKere ii WAS^ sKe 
wash*+ lookih^ +o do +Kem ahy -favors. 









Mrs. "TirHle woolcih’+ BUDGE; ahd +Ke +owh +old 

Mom rthd Prtd +Ke wKole s+roc+ore was ^ohha KftVe 
+0 come DOWN. Al^d +K<»+*s exrtc+l^ wKmi Krt^^e^ed 
+Kis rt-f+emooh. 



So how EVERYONE S ohK<*^^y; exce^i -for 
NANNY. He -fihisKed work oh HlS ^Uce 


TODAY; <»hd Ke Krtd a Koosewarmih^ +o 
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JUNE 


Mow s t>ee\r> in * rcrtl -funk ever since +Ke addi+ion 
WAS +om down. 

X -fi^vred we*d jos+ s+ftr+ over and i)oild i+ +Ke 
Right w«y +Kis +iwe. Bo+ Mow said we burned 
+Krou^K rnosi o-f Aoy\^ Rebft s in^eri+ance during 
cons+ruc+ion; <*nd we were ^onna need +o s^end 
+Ke REST ^c»+cKin^ u^ +Ke side o-f +Ke Kouse. 


So Mow WAS ALREADY in a bad wood w\\ty\ wy 
+es+ resul+s c<*we in +Ke woiil^ and +Ke^ didi^i 
cb>eer Ker u^ Any. 



X+ wrtsnT ony MIY scores +K«»+ were bad; +Kou^K. 
XKe wKole GRADE did ^oorly^ and X can +ell ^oo 
+Ke reason WHY. 
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Porih^ +Ke miciile o-f +Ke +es+j sor»ie kid le+ +Ke 
S+ress Lizard oui o-f i+s cascj ahd i+*s really Lard 
+0 CONCENTRATE wKen iKere's a REPTILE 

oh +Ke loose. 



So X +Kis neahs +Ke scKool is ^ohha lose i+s 
•fohdih^, ahd Mom’s ho+ HAPPY ai)oo+ i+. 


Xh -fac+j sKe s so o^sei sKe’s sayih^ we sKoold 
MOVE so we can live ih a i)e++er school dis+ric+. 

Bo+ hotody ELSE is crazy aboirh moVih^ +o 
aho+Ker +owh. Pad 3''ew Kere^ ahd Ke says Ke 
doesh + see ahy REASON +o move. 
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A^ct RODRiCK (ioesh*+ wrthhrt leave ^ el+Ker. He 
S(xys ^is bahci is FAl^OUS ih ovr +owhj ahci Ke 
ioesh i wahha s+ar+ over soroewKere else. Bu+ X 
£ioh*+ khow Kow -farooos ^oo cam really BE l-f your 
Iasi cohcer+ was a+ a bowllh^ alle^. 


Rodrick says Ke*s NEVER movih^^ ahd eveh i-f 
+Ke REST o-f os moved oufj Ke d jos+ kee^ livih^ 
ih +Ke t>asemela+. 



A^d +0 be Kohesi wi+K you, T dohT +KiV>k Rod rick 
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X (loh*+ +KiVtk MANNY’S 30''^3 oh^wKercj ei+Ker. 
He jos+ ^u+ ih rt s^rlhkler sys+ew, ahd Ki's ^ard Is 
rertiy comih^ ih nice. 



Xro+K-full^, X didh’+ khow Kow X -feli rti)ou+ moVih^. 
X 31^^55 X’f^ Ok wi+K wKere we live now, t)o+ 
pirt^te i+ would'^’i i>e socK <* i)<»d idea +0 s+rtr+ -fresK 
soniewKere ELSE. 


XKe 3rec*+ +Ki'^3 <»i)ou+ moVih^ is +^<»+ w^eh you ^o 
+0 <» hew ^Ucej ^ou can decide w^o ^00 wahhoi BE. 

M<»^i)e X could come 0^ wi+K a hew LOOK^ rthd 
^eo^le would +Kihk X was a "tuid i)oy." 
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X could eVeh become <x wbtole hew PERSON ^ ahd 
+ell ever^ohe "X’m <» ^ro-fessiohal showboorder or 


some+KiV>3- 



Bu+ mrt^be X could +<»lce i+ eVeh -fur+Ker +Krt'^ 
THAT. X could ^re+ehd X*m -from aho+Ker 
COUNTRY wKere +Ke^ doh’i s^emk Cl^^lisK. 
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+Ken t^y +e(»cKei's would te impressed wKeh X 
picked u^ some hew ^Kroises. 



"TVs rtc+udiiy kihd o-f FUN imft^ihih^ o wKole hew 
liFe For m^selF ih o diFFerehi ^Uce. 

Back ih etemeh+«ry scKool, we used +o +Kis 
^<*me called N.A.S.l-l.^ wKicK s+ahds For Mahsioh^ 
A^<*r+meh+; SKack, House. X*d wri+e dowh all +Ke 
^ossii)ili+ies For r^y Fu+ure^ ahd +^eh roll a die over 
ahd over ahd scra+cK iUh^s oFF uh+il X ohl^ Kad 
ohe i+em leF+ ih eacK ca+e^ory. 

X ac+uaiy Fouhd some oF m^ old N.A.S.H. sKee+s 
From +Ke FiF+K ^rade ih m^ close+ a Few weeks back. 
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ViKeheVer X X always Ko^ed X d ^e+ « 

^er-fec+ resol+. Bu+ eVeh i-f X 30+ ft ^ood choice ih 
mos+ cft+e^ories, +Kei'e would ftlwft^s t>e +^ft+ ohe 

;+em +Kft+ ruhed EVERYTHING. 
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Ohe of +Ke rertsohs X liked M.A.S.1-1. so 

mocK wrtS becrtose i+ was A ^ood cKoi^ce +o out 
wi+K +Ke ^irls *+ recess. Ai^d +^e ^irl X liked +Ke 
MOST trtck +Keh wrtS Becky At^+oh. 

0? 



W U 


So sor*ie+iMes X*d cKeoi a li+tle wKeh X was fillih^ 
out ny M.A.S.H. cft+e^ories +o ^uaroh+ee X 30+ a 
3ood resol+. 



0 

Vi-Te 






(^eck^ 



Becky 



Becky- 


XKese d<*ySj Becky K<»rdly khows w^o X AM, 
even f^oo^K we re Ut) ^ar-haers in Biology. X kee^ 
tKinkin^ X sKoold trin^ 0^ +Ke faci +^01+ weVe 
so^^osed +0 3e+ MARRIED one d<*y, i)u+ +Ke 
+iwin3 never seer*is ri^K+. 
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'IK<*+*S ANOTHER ^ood rcrtsoh +o move. T could 
SERIOUSLY improve y DATING si+ua+ioh. 

Becrtuse i-f +Kere s ohe +KiV>3 ^irls loVe, i+’s +Ke 

NEW 3u^. 


Kelsoh SrtrnHy w<*s +Ke ^ew 30^ «+ +Ke t)e3ihhih3 
o-f +Kis scKool year. Ai^d wKe^ Ke showed u^, +Ke 

3irls weh+ CRAZY -for Kif^- 



VJelIj i+ look <» -few weeks ke-fore ever^ohe realized 
Kelsoh was kibd o-f WEIRD; ahd now +Kc 3ii'ls 
wohT 30 NEAR Kir**. Bu+ Ke Kad a 3ood roh -for 
a wKite +Kere. 


I6H 






So +Kere are m LOT o-f ^ood reasohs +o 

wove. ■f«c+, +Ke ohy DOWNSIDE is +Ki*+ T d 
heed +o -fihd « hew BEST FRIEND. 


Ahd X dohT khow i-f +Kt»+ would te WORTH i+. 
X*Ve ihVes+ed <* lo+ o-f +ime fthd eher^^ ih+o Rowley; 
<*hd X cdihT really see mysel-f s-tar+ih^ over wi+K 
soroeohe NEW. 


/ DID YOU KNOW IF 
f YOUR HAND IS BIGGER ' 
THAN YOUR FACE IT'S 

V A SIGN OF “LOW 

V INTELUGENCE"? 
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But l-f we DO ehd moving, X*Ve ^o+ a wKole lis+ 
o-f REQUIREMENTS -for « -fu+ore t)es+ -friehci. 


Hur*it>er ONE, +Ke^’ve ^o+ +o lilce +o WATCH 

sometod^ Video ^oimes more +K<*^ +Key like 

^U^ih^ ^rtwes +Keroselves. 



Hur*it>er TWO, i+ would fee hice i-f +Ke^ could 
rtc+uoll^ DRAW. Because TVi really ih+o crea+ih^ 
comics ahd s+ufT 
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humter THREE ; +Key've ^o+io K^Ve juhk 
cereal in +Keir Koose. T don + know i-f T can 
t>e -friends wl+K ano+Ker kid wKose ^aren+s are 
Keal+K nu+s. 



BtH- r^osi ir«i^or+an+; +Ke^*Ve ^o+ia Ki*Ve a ^ood 
sense o-f HUMOR. Because i-f +Kere s one +Kin^ 
you should know al)ou+ rne^ i-+s TVi kind o-f a 
^rac+ical Joker. 
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Sa-t~ur(ta^ 

So i+ +oms out Mom is rtc+ortiy SERIOUS fti)oo+ 

+Kis moVih^ +Ki>f^3• SKe s teeh s^ehdih^ +ime eacK 
hi^K+ looking «+ di-f-fereh+ Kooses ohlihe, oihcl IVE 
kihd o-f ^o++eh in+o i+j TOO. 

'E-Ver^ ^Uce we Ve looked <»+ so -fur K<»s some kihd 
o-f ISSUE, +Kou^K. "TKere was ohe Kouse wi+K 
A t>i^ t>rtckyi*rd, t)t/+ i+ wrtS n^K+ y^t^r a sewage 
+re<»+meh+ ^Uh+. At^d +Kei'e was oiho+Ker ohe 
+Ki*+ wrts troiiad >^ew, toi +Ke Kouse ohl^ K<*d ohe 
brt+Kroom. Me ahd Mom were read^ +o ^ive 
lookih^, t)u+ +^eh we -foohd a ^Uce +K<*+ looked 

PERFECT. 


Onemi Uotm 



































Koose is jus+ <* -few ytors oldj <»hcl i+ looks 
like i+s ih a hice hei^KfcorKood. Bo+ wK<»+ 30+ 
MOM moS+ exci+ed wrtS +Ke ti^ KITCHEN. 

H0P1 looked 0^ +Ke school sys+em, oihd iKe +es+ 
scores were ^re-Hy ^ood. "TKeh sKe colled +Ke reol+or 
+0 -find OU+ w^eh we could 30 SEE +Ke ^loce. 

"iKe reol+or soid +Kere wos oh o^eh Kouse +Kis 
weekehdj ohd we sKoold dro^ i)y l-f we could. So 
+Kis r*iorhih3; Mom +old everyohe +0 3e+ ih +Ke 
Voh +0 cKeck +Ke ^loce out. 


Hobody else wos HAPPY oi)ou+ +K*+^ tecouse like 
T soid t)e-fore, +Ke res+ of my fomily doeshT woh+ 

+0 MOVE. 










Bu+ wKet^ we polled ih+o +Ke hei^KtorKood ^ 
eVer^ohe s+ar+ed +o cKrtt^^e i^eir +ohe. 



■TKc rertl+or le+ oor -frtniy ih ohd Showed os 
rtroohd +Ke Koose, wKicK was WAY hicer +K<*'^ oors. 
At^d +Ke ki+cKeh was eVeh +Ki*^ i+ looked ih 


+Ke PICTURES. 



















































Bu+ wK<»+ rertiy ^0+ ry\y rt+ieh+ioh was +Ke 

SWimiNG POOL ih +Ke UcJcy-irci. 

Rociricic rthi Hrthh^ nos+Ve s^o+ted i+ before X 
didj because bo+K of +Ker*' were already out +Kere 
by +Ke +iV>e X 30+ dowh +Ke back s+airs. 
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vie Ve been +o ^e+ fthd Pad +o ^u+ <» 

^ool ih our fcrtck^rtrd FOREVER, always +ell 
us +Ki*+ +Ke Ko+ +ol) is jos+ AS GOOD AS A ^ool^ 

i)u+ Relieve rne^ iVs ho+ +Ke surne. 



A>^d +Kis w<»s AY\ IN-GROUND ^ool. Vie ftc+ortiy 
K«d 1*1^ rttoVe^roohd ^ool w^eh X was youin^tr, t>ir+ 
i+ didi^*+ eveh Us+ a WEEK. 









































rertl+or sKowed os a -few more -fert+ores o-f +Ke 
Koose, t)o+ sKe NEED +0 tecaose we were 

«lre<»d^ SOLD. 

Oh oor wa^ Kome^ eVer^ohe was SUPER exci+ed. 
Rodrick Srtid Ke*s ^ohho use +Ke ^ool +o do summer 

CONCERTS; rthd iTll te a +o+rtlly craz^ scehe 
ever^ Trido^ hi^Ki. 
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X decided XVi CHARGE ^eo^le +o come 
use our ^oolj i)u+ +^rt+ 'X-‘\\ make exce^+iohs -for 

CERTAIN ^eo^le. 



B>o+ fA<*hh^ wrtS +Ke mos+ excl+ed o-f ALL. He*s ^o+ 
ti^ girths -for +Ke ^ool, +oo^ mhd all T coh Sixy iSj 
i+ s ^ohhrt +<»lce a lo+ o-f cKocoU+e PUDDING. 































vie Krtd rtho+Ker -frtpiiy mee+ih^ Us+ rthd 

+Kis w«s rt Big ohe. H-Veryohe s oh tomrcl wi+K 
moVih^ +0 +Ke hew Koose^ so +^rt+’s ^rert+. 

How +olct us ho+ +0 TELL ah^ohe yf\, tecause 
we s+ill K<»Ve +0 sell OUR Koose so we crth oi-f-ford 
+0 l)iy +Ke NEW ohe. T+ was a li++le Kill'd 
■for we +0 kee^ +Ki*+ ih-forwe»+ioh +o MYSELF^ 
+Koo^K^ <»hd T Figured +Kere wouldhT be ah^ 
K<*rw ih +ellih0 jus+ ONE ^ersoh. 


But wrt^be X sKould Ve +old soweohe besides 
ROWLEY, because Ke didhi iake +Ke hews 
+00 well. 
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X 3 *^^^ ^ could Ve eased Rowley ih+o i+ ihs+ead o-f 
Ki-Hih^ Ki>i wi+^ +Ke Ih-forpift+ioh all a+ ohce. 


X iried +o make Kim -feel be++er 1)^ sayih^ we’d 
s+a^ FRIENDS ahd iKa+ Ke could come use m^ 
^ool oh days wKeh i+ wash+ +oo CROWDED. 

But tKat didh’t seem to cKeer Kim u^ at ALL. 



Ho^e-fully Rowley will come arouhd^ tKou^K/ because 
X’m hot sure X cah deal witK tKis kihd o-f drama 
every day. 


A-fter dihher tohi^Ktj l^om asked Ker -friehd wKo’s 
a realtor to come over ahd Kd^ us sell OUR Kouse. 
So we weht -from room to room^ ahd Mrs. La^Kari 
told us wKat we were ^ohha KaVe to CWANGE 
before we could ^ut it oh tKe market. 
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SKe Srtici we were ^ohha heed +o re^Uce oor 
cdir^e+Sj ^ive eVer^Kih^ <» -fresK cort+ o-f ^<)iih+^ 
<*hd hew +ile ih +Ke Ici+cKeh ahd tm+Krooms. 

At^d +K<»+ wrts jos+ -for STARTERS. 



Hrs. Lrt^Krtri Sdild +Kt»+ we’d Kt»ve +o +(»ke dowh 
our frtmiy ^Ko+os, because buyers like +o ina^ihe 
THEMSELVES livih^ ih +Ke Kouse. VJell^ +Ki*+ was 
■fihe wi+K ME; because iKere are SOME ^ic+ures 
+Ka+ sKould ve come dowh a loh^ TIME a^o. 



















Mrs. Ldi^Krtrl iolcl us +K<»+ w^eh we KftVe ah 
o^eh Kouse, we sKoold lock +Ke tasemehi door so 
ho ohe sees wKa+ s dowh +Kere. 



^e Us+ +Kih^ Mrs. Lft^Koirl +old us is +^rt+ mos+ 
o-f our -forhl+ore is "oo+d«»+ed/' ahd we should 
^rotrtby jos+ cover i+ wi+K sKee+s -for +Ke o^eh 
Koose. X +Kihk +K«+ Kor+ Mom’s -feelih^Sj <»hd sKe 
Srtid ^eo^te would LOVE Ker ios+e ih -furhi+ure. 
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Bu+ Mrs. L<»^K<*ri solid +K01+ l-f we dldi^ + do all +Ke 
iKlri^s sKe recopimehded j sKe’d KoiVe 01 Koird ilrne 
selling our Kouse. So Mom said Ih THAT coise we d 
sell +Ke Kouse OURSELVES^ oihd sKe sKowed 
Mrs. Loi^Koirl +0 +Ke door. 


X ^uess +Kis meoihs Mom oihd Mrs. Loi^Koirl rtreh + 
FRIENDS oih^more. But +K<*+*s OK, Kecause we re 
moVih^ Sooh ANYWAY. 



Mom woih+s +0 ^roVe our Kouse is ^reoii +Ke 
way 1+ IS, so weVe +ryih^ +0 sell 1+ wi+Kou+ 
moikih^ oih^ i)l^ cKoih^es. ^e o^eh Kouse wois 


+Kis oiftemooh, i)ui we s^eh+ +Ke wKole WEEK 
^e-HIh^ reoidy For i+. 
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X+ WAS MY jot +0 wri+e +Ke descri^+ioh +o ^os+ 
ohlihe. Ai^d X 30+ A li++le cre<»+ive +0 +r^ ahd 
mrtke i+ S+rthcJ ou+. 


Four-bedroom house with three 
bathrooms in nice neighborhood. 
Home of former bonk robber. 
Possible gold/rare coins buried 
under floorboords. 

vie +ook ^Ko+os o-f roor^ fthd ^os+ed +Kose, 
+00. 'The t>oose WAS a MESS wKeh we +ook +Ke 
^ic+oreSj iKoo^Kj so we K<»d +0 nioVe some s+of-f 
«rouhd +0 mrtke i+ LOOK cleoih. 



180 


































o^eh Koose s+ar+ed <»+ hooh^ ahd we rtoWy 
K<»d +0 scrrtntjle +o ^e+ eVer^+Kih^ hice ahd heni. 
VJe did +Ke t)es+ we could aiad 30+ out o-f +Kere 
jos+ fcefore ^eo^le s+<»r+ed +0 arrive. 


But i+ was kihd o-f K^rd si+iih^ +Kere doih^ 
NOTHING wUle +o+al STRANGERS were 3oih3 

ih+o our Kouse. 



Horn said hohe o-f +Ke ^eo^le a+ our o^eh Kouse 
ac+uaiy Ichew we were +Ke OWNERS^ so WE 
could ^re+ehd +0 i)e cKeckih^ +Ke ^lace ou+j TOO. 
At^d +Ka+ wa^ we could lis+eh ih oh wKrt+ eVer^ohe 
was sayih^. 
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Vlell, X +Koo^K+ +K<*+ souhcjecj jtihd o-f FUN^ so 
X weh+ inside wi+K t^om. Bo+ everyone ELSE in 
+Ke Family +Koo^K+ i+ was a dvmt) idea and s+ayed 
t>ack in +Ke Van. 

X+ +oms 00+ +Ke s^yin^ idea was a MISTAKE^ 
+Koo^K. Mos+ oF +Ke ^eo^le didn*+ KaVe any+Kin^ 
NICE +0 say al)oo+ oor Koose^ and i+ was kind oF 
+oo^K Kearin^ all +Ke cri+icism. 



Bo+ X iKii^k Mom was +akin^ i+ a li++le Harder +Kan 
X was. Because whenever someone Had some+Hin^ 
NEGATIVE +0 say, sHe d s^eak o^. 
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Horn ^ 0 + so o^sei +K<»+ sKe weh+ boick oo+ +o +Ke 

VAN. BcH- X s+rt^ed ih +Ke HOUSE; becrtose X 

wc»sh*+ cow-for+ditle wi+K *11 +Kese r^hdom s+roh^ers 
^okiV>^ rtroohd oor +KiV>^s. 
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Bu+ ho+ eVer^ohe was ex^lorlh^ +Ke Koose. ^ere 
were <x buhcK o-f weh ih +Ke -faniy room wrt+cKiV>^ o> 
■foo+tall ^(»me; rthd -from +Ke look o-f +KiV>3S, +^e^ 

K<*d Helped +Kemselves +o our SNACKS. 



+Ke^ were {)<*sic<»iy osih^ +Ke o^eh Koose -for free 

BABYSITTING. 
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Sihce +Kese cirtcis wereh’i wft+cKiV>3 +Keir KIDS, i+ 
wrtS +0 ME +0 rnrtke sore +Key didhi BREAK 
c»n^+Ki'^3. 


Bo+ X coold'^’t i)e eVer^Kere <»+ ONCE, uhd X 

wrts o^s+rtirs cK<*SiV\ 3 kids 00+ o-f oor bo+Kroom wKe^ 

+Kere was a lood i^olse DOWNSTAIRS. 



X+ soohded like a kid +i^^ed over +Ke FRIDGE or 
sor*ie+Kih3, So X foih dowh +o make sore hobody was 
HLRT. Bo+ i+ wrtSh*+ A KID wKo rnade +Ke hoise, 
i+ WAS ohe o-f +Ke DADS. 
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Ohe o-f +Ke weh+ ih+o +Ke Uohdry room lookih^ 
■for more SNACKS, W +Kt»+*s wKere we were kee^ih^ 
rtll +Ke s+(/ff we cooidh + Kide rth^Kere ELSE. 



X +Ke hoise -freaked oo+ +Ke o+Ker dads, because 
+Key scooped u^ +Keir kids and le-ft ih a HURRY. 
























So +^rt+ was +Ke e'f'd o-f +Ke o^eh Koose^ ahd we 
didi^ + ^e+ a SINGLE offer. 

A+ diVM^er +ohi^K+j eVer^ohe was kihd of tommed 
OU+. But wKite we were doih^ +Ke disKeSj +Kere 
was a kriock oh +Ke frohi door. 

X+ was a cookie from oo+ of +owh^ oihd +Ke^ said 
+Ke^ cooldh*+ mrtke i+ +o +Ke o^eh Kouse ih +ime. 

So t^om ihVi+ed +Kem ih +o sKow +Kem uroohd.^e^ 
seemed ^re+iy IMPRESSED, fthd +Ke Udy Si*id 
EXACTLY wK<*+ Mom wfth+ed +o Keor. 



Ahd kelieVe i+ or ho+, +^ey made <»h offer ri^K+ 
oh +Ke s^o+. 
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Sa-t~ur(ta^ 

X khew X wrts ^ohhrt KrtVe +o +ell Rowley we were 
sellih^ ot*r Koose^ t)u+ X cii(lr\’+ wahi a re^ert+ o-f 
wK<»+ Krt^^ehect +Ke LAST +ir»ie we +<»lkeci rtt)ou+ i+. 

X crtwe 0^ wi+K ideo -for Kow +o Koi^dle i+ 

THIS iinie rtroohX There s ft Pres+oh Plft-ty^os 
hook oh +Kis EXACT sot)jec+^ fthd X -figured i+ 
wfts +Ke PERFECT wfty +0 ge+ Rowley used +o 
+Ke ideft o-f me moVihg. So X i)rougK+ +Ke i)ook 
wi+K me +0 Kis house +Kls ftp+erhooh. 

I VRgSToN PlaWs 


Says Farewell 
to a Friend 















Xi -feli rt li++le AWKWARD rertdih^ « s+or^ +o 
Rowley. Bu+ X +KiV>k Ke S USED +0 KrtVih^ tooks 
read +o Kiw; so Ke rnoide Kir^sel-f com-for+rtt>le. 



"T doh*+ rerttly +KiV\k +Ke wessrt^e o-f +Ke took 
WAS THROUGH +0 Rowley^ +Koo^K. At^d 

+Ke s+ory kiV>d o-f r^de me MAD, ohywrty. T+ 

WAS rttooi Kow Pres+oh PU+ypos K<»s a tesi priehd 


homed Pelicoh Pe+e, ohd +Ke^ do EVERYTHING 

+o^e+Kef'. 



But +Ke'^ ohe doy Pelicoh Pe+e soys Ke*s MOVING, 
ohd Pres-toh Ptoiypos is sod. Ai^d X wos FINE 
wi+K +Ke s+ory op +0 +K«»+ poihi. 





















'tKeh Pres+oh s rwm +ells Kim Ke II moke NEW 
■friehds a-fftr Pe+e moves, rthd eVery+Kit^^ will work 
01/+ -for +Ke t)es+. Sore ehoo^K, i>^ +Ke ehd o-f +Ke 
Kook, +K«+*s EXACTLY wK<»+ Ka^^ei^s. 



So Krtsicrtty Pres+oh PU-ty^os Por^e+s rtKoot Pelicah 
Pe+e, rthd oil +Keir ^eoirs op priehdsKi^ doh’i rnemh 
(X TMING. Ai^d we hever Pihd oo+ wKmi K^^^ens 
+0 Pelicrth Pe+e or ip Ke*s K<*^^y il^ l-HS hew 
hei^KKorKood. 
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X +Koo^K+ rtfcoui wri+ih^ rth le++er +o 

whoever WROTE +Kis ^arboi^e. But o-f course 
Rowley LIKED +Ke s-^ory, ahci Ke wah+ed me +o 
re<*d Kim ANOTHER ohe. 

T decided +o Jus+ s+o^ d^i^cih^ orouhd +Ke issue 
<*hd +ell Rowley wK'»+ was REALLY ^oih^ oh. Ahd 
+Ke secohd T did; X REGRETTED i+. 



X +old Rowley +0 +ry ho+ +o ^e+ +oo worked u^ 
fcecrtuse i+ wrtSh + a dohe deal ye+. Bu+ ho+Kih^ X 
Srtid made <»hy differehce. 


X Kod +0 fell Rowley +K<*+ i-f Ke was ^ohhoi i)e so 
DRAMATIC; X w<»s 3oih3 HOME. 



















So +Ken Rowley promised Ke’d kee^ Ki>»isel-f 

+o^e+Ker, <*hd Ke DID, i)u+ jos+ BARELY. 



Mc»^t)e i+ WAS A nis+rtjte iellih^ Rowley atoirV ANY 
o-f +Kis. X ^rot)<»t>ly sKoold ve seh+ a ^os+cmrd 
AFTE.R X moved i becrtose +K<»+ woold’ve i)eeh a 1o+ 
cosier oh BOTH o-f us. 

Viedhesdoy 

XKe owhers o-f +Ke Kouse wi+K +Ke ^ool occe^+ed 
our o-ffer, so X ^uess +Kis is reoiy HAPPENING. 

XKe ^eo^le w^o ore biyih^ OUR ^loce did o Kome 
ihs^ec+ioh over +Ke weekehd, ohd +Key -fouhd o 
■few +Kih^s weVe ^ohho KoVe +o fix tefore +Ke^’ll 
tu^ +Ke Kouse. XKe mos+ SERIOUS issue wos 
0 problem wi+K +Ke ceilih^ uhderheo+K Mom ohd 
Pod s sKower. 
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closed draih was n 

^rot)leni +^<»h we THOUGHT. The -floortoards 
ohder +Ke fcoi+Ki'oom +ile were io+ally ro+ied ou+^ so 
how weVe ^ohhn K«Ve +o REPLACE +Kem. 

VfeVe lucky ho+KiV\3 TERRIBLE ever K<*^^ehed. 
Because T coh +Kihk o-f ihih^s eVeh worse ihah +Ke 

CROUT. 












o+Ker +Ki>>3 +Ke borers woihi us +o do is ^e+ 
rid of +Ke HOT TUB , tecdiose +l^e^ K«Ve youY\Q 
kids «hd +Ke^Ve worried otooi SAFETY. Ai^d 
100% wi+K +Kem oh THAT ohe. 

^iow +K<*+ X khow for SURE weVe moVih^^ X 
KrtVe <* TOTALLY differeh+ rt++i+ode rttou+ scKool. 
Sihce iTs rtlr^si Sommer, X Asked Mom if X could 
SKIP classes for +Ke res+ of +Ke yeor. 

Bu+ sKe Srtid if X dohT ^o +o school, +Key could 
+Krow Ker shd Poid ih JAIL. X +Kou^K+ <»t>ou+ 
wKe+Ker or ho+ +Krt+ would ke WORTH i+, tu+ X 


decided X could jus+ suck i+ u^ for a li++le wKile 
loh^er. 




















X rertlized +K<»+ hex+ year X woh + i)e ^oih^ +o 
scKool wi+^ +Kese kidsj rthd +K«+*s w1m»+ ^aVe me 
+Ke couroi^e +o -fihrtiy +ell Becky A^+oh +Ki*+ X 

LIKED ^er. So dorlh^ Biology X +old Becky X d 
K<*d <* crosK oh Ker ever sihce -fi-f+K ^ruide. 



Bv+ Becky weh+ s+rt»i^K+ +o +Ke TEACHER^ 

<*hd -five mihu+es U+er X K«d <* hew Ut ^mr+her. 
A^d X*m seriously iKihkih^ atooi +Ke JAIL o^+ioh 
rt^«ih, fcecrtuse X doh’i khow i-f X cmh Usi +Ke res+ 
o-f +Ke scKool year denlih^ wi+K Kelsoh Gdirri+y. 
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^<*+s ho+ eVeh my WORST ^roblem^ 

^Ver since T +ol(l Rowley +K«+ weVe o-f-ficirtlly 

MOVING, Ke's been <* +o+«l MESS, even 
+Koo^K Ke kee^s ^romisin^ Ke*s no+ ^onnui all 
BLUBBERY on me, +Ke Smallesi +Kin3 can se+ 
Kim o-fT 



And even wKen Ke IS kee^in^ i+ +o^e+Ker, Ke 
s+ill says +Kese li-Hle +Kin^s +Ka+ make me -feel 
GUILTY ai)ou+ moving. 


1 % 























Oh +Ke W(xy -fron school we K<»(i +o walk 

ih +Ke ^rrtss tecoose iKe^’d jos+ repaved +Ke sidewalk. 
But +Ki*+ 3'*'^® Rowley ah IDEA. He said we sKoold 
wri+e our NAMES ih +Ke cerneh+ wi+K <» s+ick ahd 
"BEST FRIENDS" ohderhea+K. 



T+ made me a li+ile ohcom-for+able wri+ih^ ih 

Some+Rh^ so PERMANENT es^eciaiy 

sihce X didhT khow wK<»+ +Ke -friehd si+oa+ioh 
would te ih m^ hew hei^KtorKood. X didhT wahha 
meh+ioh +K<»+ +o Rowle^^ because X khew i+ would 
se+ Kim o-ff a^aih. 






So X wro+e some ex+roi s+off wi+K +Ke s+ick +o 
^iVe me <x ti-Hle wi^le room^ jos+ ih case. 


( 3 r^ $ 

) BeST ^ 
FBTGIMDS* 

« curren+l^ 


Sdi+urct( 




ScKool ended o week a^o, ond wKile everyone 
ELSE is already enjoying +Keir summer Vaca+ion^ 
we've been PACKING. 
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Hon crert+eci <x bihder rthd <x schedule -for eVer^ohe 
ih +Ke -fotnAy, ohd we re <»11 res^ohsitle -for i)oxih^ 
oor own sfvf-f. X+’s be TIGHT^ but 

we sKoold be dohe b^ +Ke +ine +Ke noVih^ irocks 
sKow hex+ weekend. 


^e person wKo s +rtkin^ +Ke LONGEST is DAD. 

t^e Wdin+S +0 nrtke sore none o-f Kis Civil Vlar 
■figurines breoik; so Ke’s osin^ a wKole roll o-f bobble 
wroi^ -for eocK ONE. 



Hons been b>o^in^ oor nei^Kbors woold +Krow os a 
^oin^-rtwrt^ bo+ wi+K i»ll +Ke cons+roc+ion 

over +Ke ^<»s+ non+K^ weVe no+ +Krt+ POPULAR 
rtroond Kere. So Hon decided we*d jos+ +Krow a 

^ar-ty for OURSELVES. 










WAS TONIGWT. Vie’d seh+ ou+ 

ihVi+rt+iohs +0 jus+ <»l>ou+ eVeryohe oh oor s+reei^ 
ahi we se+ eVer^Kih^ ih oor ^ard. 


Rodrick WAS exci+edj kecoiose Mom oihd Pad 
were le++ih^ Kis ferthd '"^d +Ke^ were eveh 

PAYING Kim. vie were s+lll i)osy se++ih^ o^ wKeh 
+Ke •firsi ^oes+s s+ar+ed +o arrive. 




X wash + sore l-f X sKoold eVeh INVITE Rowley 
+0 +Ke Kecaose X was a-fraid Ke mi^K+ K^Ve 

aho+Ker Kreakdowh. Bo+ X was ac+oaiy really 
Ka^^y +0 see Kim. 
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His ^<*rch+s seemej TOO^ ahci X rtlmosi 

^0+ +Ke -feelih^ +Key were GLAD X was moVih^. 

Rowley Srtii Ke K <»<1 <» GIFT -for r^t, wKicK was a 
^irth+ colU^e wi+K a i)ohcK o-f ^ic+ores o-f os over 
+Ke ye<»rs. T*rn 1^0+ lie^ i+ ^0+ me a 

li-Hle cKoked 0^. 


tfST^nucMos 

^dsL^ T- 0 / 

nirr 
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X wrts kind 0-f RELIEVED +K<»+ s *11 Rowley s 

^ift WAS. Becrtose +Ke wAy Ke*s keen oic+ih^ U+ely^ 
X woulcln*+ fee surprised i-f Ke me one o-f Kis 
FINGERS or some+Kin^. 

Rowley Srtid tC could Ki*n^ +Ke collate in my NEW 
tedroom +o remind me o-f *11 +Ke -fun s+of-f we did 
+o^e+Ker. And X don’+ know i-f i^ere was a 1o+ 
o-f pollen in +Ke ^ir +oni^K+ or WHAT^ t)u+ ri^K+ 
+Ken X +Kink X 30+ some+Kin^ in my eye. 



s+<*r+ed +0 arrive a+ +Ke ^ar-ty. 
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"Xii ^iclceci reoiy FAST From +Kei'e. Rodrick’s 
trthd s+rtr+ed oo+ oh +Ke tack deckj fthd 

+Ke music rt-Hroic+ed Some ieeha^ers wKo were 01+ 
rt Ki 3 K scKool ^radurt+ioh ^ar-ty a Few doors dowh. 
^eh i+ seemed like eVer^ohe oh our s+ree+ was «+ 

our ^dir-iy all 0+ ONCE^ uihd i+ 30+ CRAZY. 















































Oor WAS ^re+iy WILD^ W i+ was 
NOTHING corv.^<*rea +o MANNY’S. And Kis 

^or-ty WAS s+ill ^oih^ s+roh^ wKe'f> X iorhed ih -for 

+Ke hi^K+. 


' ‘ ‘X'' ^ j /j •' 



Suhday 

X K<*Ve +0 <*dmi+j IrtSi hi^K+ WAS a 1 o+ o-f FUN. 

But XV^ kiV>d o-f SAD, tecftose jos+ wKeh +KiV>3S 
Are. 3e++ih3 GOOD rtroohd Kere, we’re LEAVING. 

X was +Ke -firsi ohe ih +Ke koose awajce ioday, 
ahd wKeh X looked oo+ +Ke wlhdow, X khew we 
were ih for a loh^ day of cleaho^. 
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X wisKect we s+ill Kod +Ki*+ DUMPSTER, tecaose 
+K<*+ woold ve nirtde iKiVi^s u wKole lo+ EASIER. 



virile T wrtS lookih^ over +Ke •froh+ Uwh, +wo 
moVih^ irucks polled mloh^ +Ke curb. T was 
kihd o-f CONFUSED, because our move was s+ill a 
week awa^. 

A -few ^lys ^0+ 0U+ o-f +Ke irucks, and one of 
+Kem came +o our -frohi door. So T weh+ out +o 

MEET Ki«. 
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mrth iolct me U's +ertm wois rertd^ +o s+rtr+ 
^irHih^ our s+u^-f ih+o +Ke +rucksj rthd +Ke^ 
heeciecj +o come ihside +Ke ^oose. Y>y Y\ow, Mom K^d 
come dowhs+rtirs ohd was <»+ +Ke ■froh+ door. 


SKe +old +Ke ^u^ Ke we»s o week EARLY, mhd 
+^<»+ +^e move w<»Sh+ uh+il NEXT Sohdrt^. Bo+ 
Ke gulled OU+ a coh+rrtc+ +Ki*+ sKowed TODAY S 
d<*+e rtS +Ke moving d*^, t»i^d i+ Ki»d Mom*s 

Signature on +Ke t)o++om. 



Horn +old +Ke 
+Ki*+ 

Ker +Ke de^osii was "hohre-fuhd<»l)le/' <»hd +K<*+ l-f 
we didt^T move TODAY, we*d lose +Ke mohey we 
rtirertdy ^<»id. 
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How How WAS ih A PANIC. SKe woke everyone 
<*hi fold os +0 ^e+ PACKING. 'TKe woVers said 
we K«d I* +wo-Koor window +o ^e+ eVer^+H’n^ on+o 
+Ke irocks; so we rertlly Ki»d +o HUSTLE. 



+0 +Kis ^oin+ we’d keen really care-fol ^ackih^ 
so ho+Kin^ 30+ DAMAGED. Du+ now il^ere was ho 
TIME -for +Ki*+. 
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■TKc movers REALLY dicJhY care i-f our sio-f-f ^o+ 
trokeh. Ai^d +K<»Ys wK^ 1+ was ^roUkly <» bad idei* 
+0 le+ +Ker^ ^«c|t u^ our DISHES. 



Mom rtsked +Ke movers +o jus+ -focus oh +Ke 
FURNITURE ihs+ertd; <*hd +Key weh+ dowh +o 
+Ke krtsemehf +o s+ari +Kere. 


'iKeh someohe r<*h^ +Ke doorbell. X+ was +Ke 3 
we biired +o lake +Ke HOT TUB away^ ahd Kis 
crahe was parked ih our •froh+ yard. 

Vli+K eVery+Kih3 ELSE 3oih3 oh a+ +Ke Kouse^ 
+Kis was ^re++y ierrible TIMING. 
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crohe o^era+or ex^Uihed +K<*+ l^e cool(ih*+ ^e+ 
Kis VeKicle ih+o oor brtck^oircl wi+^ou+ rohhih^ over 
our hei^Kfeor s -flower garden ^ so Kis ^lah was +o 
lift +Ke Ko+ +ot) OVER +Ke Kouse. 



^<*+ souhded <\ li-f+le cr<xzy +o ME^ t)u+ X figured 
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X sKowed +Ke w^ere +Ke Ko+ +ot) was, ahd Ke 
^u+ sopie s+rrt^s aroohd i+. XKeh Ke m-H-ncKed +Ke 
s+ro^s +0 A HOOK oihd li-f+ed +Ke Ko+ +oK 
(yf-f +Ke deck. 



X 


y ' ~ 

Bu+ wKeh Ke iried +o fcoicjc Kis VeKicle Ke 
COULDN*Tj Kecrtose +Ke movers K«d ^iled a 
KohcK o-f FLRNITURE ih oor ^oird. So how +Ke 
Ko+ +ot) WAS drth^lih^ rtboVe our ROOF. 
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As i-f +Ke wKole si+ort+ioh wrtSh + s+ress-fol ehoo^K 

ALREADY, <»ll o-f a soddeh ROWLEY sKowed 0^ 

ih ry ■froia+ yard. 
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But X clicih+ K«»Ve TIME +0 cjeol wi+K Rowley, 
tecrtuse how T K<»ci <* NEW problem. 

'TKrt+ -front VlKirle^ S+ree+ Ki*ci polled 
ih -frohi o-f our Koose^ <»h(J Ke was +rtkih^ +Ke 
FURNITURE +K«»+ +Ke covers Kod leF+ 

+Ke curt). At^d +K<»+’s wKe>^ X remembered i+ 
was SUNDAYj wKicK is +Ke d<»^ we leave our 
TRASH 0U+. 



X iried +o wave +Ke ^u^ o-f-f +o make Kihi 30 away. 
But +Ke crahe o^ero+or +Kou^K+ X was 3 ivih^ Kir^ 
a si^hal +Ka+ i+ was OK +0 back u^ Kis VeKicle, 

wKicK is wKa+ Ke DID. 
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+Ki*+ wrts +Ke o-f ovr livih^ room COUCH. 



■iKe CRANE s+o^^ed; t>o+ +Ke Ko+ iot) DIDNT. 

X+ s+<»r+ed swih^ih^ ih cr<xzy circles above +Ke 
Kouse, ahd +^6*^ i+ slammed ih+o oor CHIMNEY. 
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tricks slici o-f-f +Ke roo-f <»h(i jos+ r^iisseci 
PARENTS, wKo come oo+side +o see wKrti <*11 
+Ke COmOTlON w<*s. 



vM* 

After +K<»+j X +Koo^K+ i+ W(*s OVER, teci*ose X 
could^T im(»^ihe <*h^Ki'f>3 ELSE But 

Some+Kib^ DID. 

Some w<*s^s K«d toil+ ft hes+ ih our CHIMNEY, 
wKicK ex^lftihs Kow +t»e^ were ^e++ih^ ih+o +Ke 
Kouse ftll +Kis +ime. how +Ke^ were LOOSE, 
lookih3 for REVENGE. 

Vie ftll rfth for cover ihside +Ke Kouse, i)u+ +Ke crfthe 
o^erft+or wftShT <^uick ehou^K +o ^ei Awny. 


214 

















wdis^s -flew ih +Ke coitih o-f Kis VeKiclcj 
w^ic^ fVKtie Kim kick +Ke lever released +Ke 

HOT TUB, wKicK fell i^roo^K +Ke ROOF. 

At^d a+ +Ka+ ^oihi, +o +ell +Ke iroiK, X was 
kihd of RELIEVED. Because how X khew for 


SU^E+Ka+ +Kih^s really couldh+ ^e+ ahy 

WORSE. 



~Tr 
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^ere was ohe t>ri^K+ s^o+ fropi w^rt+ Ka^^ehed 
over +Ke weekend/ «»nd i+*s +Ki*+ Rodrick made i+ 
+Kroo^K +Ke experience ALIVE. 

Ko+ +ut) landed sr^ck in +Ke middle Q-f Kis 

BEDROOM/ so we +Kou^K+ ke ^0+ CRUSHED. 

Bu+ wKen +Ke movers Kt»d Ki»oled Rodrick s ted oo+ 
o-f +Ke tasemen+z +Ke^ loaded i+ on+o one o-f +Ke 
+rticks and +ook Kim WITH i+. 



^uess +K'*+ means weVe STUCK Kcre -for a wKile. 
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'Xo te Kohesi wl+K you, X‘r^ ho+ +oirtiy Sore X 
wrtS rertct^ +0 moVe^ Lookih^ -for <* hew 

t>es+ -friehcj would’ve teeh a Ku^e K^ssle, ahd 
besides, +Kere’s so mocK rnore X heed +o TEACH 
Rowley tefore X 30. 



+Kis wKole ex^eriehce^ like "be wi+K wK<*+ 

you’ve ^0+’’ or "iKere’s ho ^Uce like Kome" or +K«»+ 
sor+ o-f +Kih^. Bu+ +K<»+’s +Ke kihd o-f corhy s+o^-f 
+Ke^ ^0+ ih books -for li++le kids. 

So Kere’s +Ke lessoh I’M +<»kih^ oiwrt^ -from <*11 
+Kis- Poh’+ be U+e for <*h old l<*d^’s foheri*l. 
Because believe me, sKe’ll moke you PAY. 
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An unexpected inheritance 
gives Greg Hefftey’s ' family 
a chance' £o make big changes 
toitheir ho^se. fful they soon 
find that home iihprovement 
isn-t all it^ craved up to be.. 


' Once'Jthe wails:, come down, 

' . all sor ts of'problems start to - 

crop up. Rotten wood; toxic 
i ^ , mold, unwelcome critters, •ancT'^ 
something even nioreslni^.e;!/ 
^ aH'make Greg and his'^armly^ 
wonder if. the renovations 
C areWorthtlietroublei - - 


Whenjthe.dust finallj^-.s^tlei; ' ^Yill the Meffleys' be able ,ti 
stay or will they .need tg;gp|^o«^tiof toVn? ' 















